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war 
‘raid’ 


Plague in Vietnam, nerve gas in Utah—we can 
take all that, it’s not on “our” doorstep. But 


there’s some pretty murky business going on in 
Wiltshire too. 


Item: A bubonic plague epidemic has broken out 
again in South Vietnam, killing at least 11 people. 
This is the disease which killed at least 25 million 
people in Britain and Europe in the 14th Century. 
In Tay Ninh Province 62 cases of plague have 
been confirmed out of 150 suspected cases. 

Item: Nerve gas from an American Army chemical 
and biological testing centre near Salt Lake City 
in Utah last week caused the deaths of thousands 
of sheep in the Skull Valley region, according to 


The circle widens as a police cordon disperses demonstrators in Whitehall. At the same time 
hundreds of women dressed in black and wearing mourning bands were marching through 
Grosvenor Square where Pat Arrowsmith and others were in the middle of a four-day fast. 
Numbers were higher than often before—a less violent echo of St Patrick’s Day’s “ militancy ”? 


Bill Hillier 


Israel: reprisals backfire 


On the night of February 28, 1955, a sudden large- 
scale attack by the Israeli Defence Force against 
an Egyptian army camp in Gaza put an end to the 
negotiations then being conducted between Israel 
and Egypt and set in motion the train of events 
that led to the Suez war. The date was considered 
a turning point in Middle Eastern history. 


In all likelihood March 21 1968 will be regarded 
as another such date. Barring a miracle, the mas- 
sive Israeli attack into Jordan, involving 12,000 
men as well as planes, tanks and artillery, marks 
the end of the debate about peace and political 
solutions. It could be the first explosion in a chain 
reaction leading to the fourth war. Like the Gaza 
raid it represents the victory of the military over 
the politicians in Israel, and its consequences will 
be just as difficult to reverse. 


The raid is particularly deplorable because it was 
- based on political calculations which are already 
out of date in the rapidly changing Middle Eastern 
situation. The official story, that the raid was a 
“retaliation” for a series of small raids from 
bases in Jordan culminating in an incident when a 
school bus ran into a mine, is less than half the 
truth. It may be the reason why the Israeli public 


supports the action, and why the politicians could 
no longer resist the pressure of the military—but 
it is not the reason why the attack was made. 
Writing in the London Evening Standard on 
March 22 Jon Kimche, General] Dayan’s unofficial 
spokesman in London, was remarkably frank: 


“Immediately after yesterday’s attack on 
Jordan was completed, Israeli intelligence, with 
its most comprehensive network in Jordan, 
began to assess the impact which it had on King 
Hussein’s position in the country. 


“ Brigadier Aharon Yariv, Israel’s Chief of In- 
telligence .. . was convinced that the attack on 
the El Fatah guerrilla bases was the only thing 
that could still save King Hussein. The Fatah 
units had begun to operate in Jordan without 
regard to the King’s authority. They ruled the 
Jordan valley.” 
The policy of using “ retaliations ” to help Hussein 
reassert his control over the Jordan Palestinians 
has worked well in the past, but this time it has 
dramatically misfired. A withdrawal by the Arabs 


continued on page 4 


Cracks in the system: 
a soldier writes 


Dear Epirors: I would like to congratu- 
late you on your excellent front-page 
article (“Now Soldiers Resist War”, 
February 23) on the anti-war protest at 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina. I am the 
soldier on the left of the photo you used, 
taken on the night of February 13 in front 
of the Chapel. 
Though we did not start our meditation as 
a protest, the Army quickly blundered and 
turned it into one. The system isn’t really 
that coordinated. As you said, cracks are 
starting to show. 
Because of public pressure, and the 
appearance of the American Civil Liberties 
Union headed by Mr Chuck Morgan, the 
Army was foreed to drop the charges 
against the two men—myself and Robert 
Tater—whom they had finally decided to 
court-martial. 
So phase one is over. But I personally am 
not satisfied. That Chapel is still closed to 
us, and the war is not yet over, or even 
slowing down. It must. Peace! 

March 22, 1968 


Private Stephen Kline, 
HHC-USAH, Optical Lab, 
Fort Jackson, SC, USA. 


a State investigation panel. The investigation was 
instigated after sheep started dying in Skull 
Valley on March 14—one day after nerve gas 
tests at Dugway, the Army research station 35 
miles away. 


Item: Two young men who recently entered the 
Porton germ warfare establishment in Wiltshire 
were prevented by the Ministry of Defence from 
describing on television what they had seen there. 
Here Philip Collins and Michael Dukes, of South- 
ampton Area Peace Action Committee, relate 
their experiences. They visited Porton on March 
18 while preparing for a demonstration to be 
held there at Whitsun. 


We went to the perimeter of the establishment at 
the Idmiston village entrance and—noting that 
there were no guards on the gate to the restricted 
area—entered to take a closer look, expecting to 
be stopped by security police and sent off before 
we had gone a few yards. Instead, we walked 
right up to the buildings. Although range patrol 
vehicles and security officials saw us, our presence 
was not questioned. 


After looking at the many buildings from the out- 
side, we walked towards Allington Farm in the 
hope of seeing some of the animals which are 
subject to experiments there before we were 
caught. We walked through ranges and fields with 
huge gantry and air shafts going underground 
where there are obviously vast subterranean 
activities going on. 


Allington Farm was like walking into a factory. 
Men in white coats were walking around. We went 
to an expensive-looking stable, which had alumin- 
ium sheets lining parts of the interior, and in- 
spected six horses and two calves. Several of the 
animals had a lump on their right shoulder, 
pat where they had had injections. One 
orse we found was quite badly injured; there 
was a huge festered mark covering its shoulder. 


While we were looking at this, a white-coated man 
blocked our path and told us to walk in the 
direction of the main buildings. Soon there was a 
police truck speeding towards us. We were taken 
into the guarded extra-security wing and the 
police HQ there: a police officer was very con- 
cerned about what we might have seen. But after 
a short interview, we were driven off the estab- 
lishment by a friendly police officer. Inside his 
vehicle was a sign saying, “Have you got your 
respirator? ” 


When we returned from Porton, the local 
Southern Evening Echo was told of our “ visit”. 
This was checked with the authorities who con- 
firmed it, and an article was published on March 
20 with comments from the Salisbury MP calling 
us nothing but a nuisance. 


The national press made enquiries and published 
short items and we were contacted by Southern 
TV for an interview with a representative from 
Porton. This, however, was squashed by the 
Ministry of Defence who said that they would use 
the Official Secrets Act if we appeared. We were 
told that the programme was cancelled—but a 
one-sided interview was put out on both BBC and 
ITV by the Porton authorities. 
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March 17 


“The demonstrators seemed deter- 
mined to stay until they had provoked 
a violent response of some sort from 
the police” (Guardian). This is 
echoed on the same page by President 
Johnson: ‘‘ Make no mistake about it, 
we are going to win in Vietnam.” 
Both seem to me manifestations of 
the same problem of group psycho- 
pathology. Having identified oneself 
in a group with a false and violent 
solution to the problem of group 
identity it is impossible to back out 
without facing an impossible degree 
of threat of “ flop ”, of loss of psychic 
vitality. 

To resort to violence in such ways is 
to reveal that weakness which may 
eventually cause the human race to 
destroy itself. A few years ago it 
looked as if there was a movement 
ameng peace-lovers which saw this 
danger and sought to understand it, 
analyse it, and find ways of withdraw- 
ing. Since then so many things have 
happened, some of them associated 
with individuals such as Albert Man- 
chanda, who believe that violent 
revolution must come, that ‘“ power 
grows out of the barrel of a gun” 
(Mao), and who is in touch with 
Peking agents such Gora Ebrahim. 
Such individuals are behind the 
Britain-Vietnam solidarity front, and 
they represent the greatest threat to 
world peace—Maoism, the phantasies 
of a senile Stalin-type, in export. In- 
evitably such agents and revolution- 
aries are supported over here by the 
schizoid minority who project their 
own hate over “them ”, the Establish- 
ment, the “class enemy ”’, and attack 
it there, exporting their own inner 
malevolence. 


True movements for peace and social 
change are always being wrecked by 
such agents, because they draw their 
appeal from the magic promise of a 
pure and pristine future—all black 
or all proletariat, it matters not—it is 
the same insane lie. Their victims are 
scattered in Siberia, in the graves at 
Katyn, in the dust of Auschwitz, in 
the prisons of Franco, Soviet Russia, 
and of Mao’s “ Cultural revolution ”. 
Their latest victims are the hundreds 
of men women and children in the 
mass graves at Hue, their hands tied 
behind their backs—-and the. police- 
man with a spine injury who was 
carried away on Sunday in London. 

The peace movement needs to keep 
its head, and do some thinking. Ex- 
pressions of considered opposition to 
war can generate a painful percep- 
tion of the need to withdraw from 
false solutions to problems of national 
identity, and even a reduction of 
group paranoia, as is happening in 
America now. It is the job of CIA 
agents on the one hand, and Maoist- 
Black Power agents on the other, to 
keep the paranoia going, since the 
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myths that employ them generate it, 
on both sides. Street battles may give 
one a feeling of being really in con- 
frontation with ‘the enemy”, but in 
truth, in the present circumstances, 
in which the world has to live with 
the Bomb and ultimate Doom, they 
merely contribute to a _paranoid- 
schizoid regression to the expression 
of futile self-deceiving anger. Not 
only is this mere dangerous self- 
indulgence. It is a manifestation 
which the hawks will be only too 
eager to exploit. Meanwhile the 
general public will find in such vio- 
lence further evidence that the best 
solution to the problem of war is to 
be yet more obedient to the ‘“‘ authori- 
ties ” in further deference to the old 
destructive myths of “resisting 
aggression ”’. 


The demonstrators may well shout 
‘““Siez Heil” at the police. There is, 
in a certain section of the left today, 
a terrifying anti-intellectualism, vin- 
dication of violence, admiration for 
“ guerrilla tactics” and philosophies, 
and an emotional anarchism which 
resembles, historically, the early 
struggles of the Nazis more than any- 
thing on the effective side of move- 
ments for social progress. Nothing 
is to be gained from group hysteria 
promoted by agents provocateurs— 
and possibly everything lost. 

David Holbrook, 

Ducklake, Ashwell, 

Baldock, Herts. 


Metropolitanism 


Your editorial ‘“‘ Back to Square One ” 
is both smug, pretentious and in- 
accurate. Moreover it suffers from 
the one prevailing sin that marks 
much of Peace News reportage: 
metropolitanism—the complete  in- 
ability to see that what happens in 
London (or at some demo where an 
Editor is attending) is not necessarily 
what is happening all over England, 
nor that a single demo in London 
means a complete change either in 
movement action or in general affilia- 
tion or attitude to issues. 


The peace movement is in the dol- 
drums, it is true, because of a loss of 
confidence on the part of most acti- 
vists. A loss of confidence in both 
hierarchy and leadership and a feel- 
ing of being tired of being led up the 
garden path by one or another group 
whose main aim has never been the 
reason why the activity was organised. 
Peter Neville, 

12 South Grove, 

Erdington, Birmingham 23. 


Unity 


I was not present at the demonstra- 
tion at the US Embassy but I gather 
that it was a violent business. 


I managed to get involved in a num- 
ber of arguments with my workmates 
over this demo, none of which were 
productive, because interestingly, 
their main concern was over some 
damage sustained by a police horse. 
They were all hostile to the demon- 
stration and equated it with their 
resentment towards students in 
general. These are some of the state- 
ments used when I questioned their 
positions: “I’m ashamed of being 
British’; “If my children took part 
I'd kill them”; “Increase the fines 
and sentences”; ‘Arm the police ”; 
“Those poor policemen”. You can 
make your own judgments on these 
statements, they suggest guilt and a 
very real fear of the police to me. 


My reason for writing is to back up 
Adrian Mitchell’s plea for a common 
front at this time. This does not mean 
I am against internal argument and 
discussion, in fact I favour this all the 


time, but I am suggesting that at this 
time a long academic argument on 
the rights and wrongs of Sunday’s 
demonstrations will perhaps hold up 
a really massive campaign against 
nuclear weapons. It seems to me the 
more hostile, guilty, and frightened 
the general public is, the more suc- 
cessful your campaign will be. My 
reason for saying this is that Sunday’s 
demonstration may lead to panic 
legislation by the government against 
protest demonstrations which may 
more clearly show the public that 
their democracy which they believe in 
is dictatorial in application. I realise 
that my hope for the public is idealis- 
tic but if we are to bring peace and a 
sort of freedom to people I would 
hope it will embrace all social groups 
and not simply a peaceful elite. 

M. Enticknap, 

7 The Crescent, 

Sandgate, Kent. 


Alternatives 


There is an alternative to the sort of 
demonstration we saw on March 17. 


It is_a civil disobedience action in 
which the demonstrator openly and 
with previous notice breaks the law 
and invites arrest. In effect, the 
demonstrator says to the government: 
if you continue to associate with the 
US in Vietnam you will be obliged to 
lock me up. It is a simple act of de- 
fiance in which the demonstrator in- 
vites and resignedly accepts the 
state violence of imprisonment but 
does not himself perpetrate violence. 


Public anxiety about Vietnam is 
widespread and the March 17 demon- 
stration indicates it. This anxiety can- 
not be absorbed through the normal 
democratic processes but it need not 
result in street fighting. It will be far 
more difficult to organise a non- 
violent civil disobedience demonstra- 
tion after March 17 (one reason is 
that the police would be suspicious of 
our intentions) but it must be tried. 
The amazing thing is that our pre- 
vious experience has not already led 
to such a demonstration on the Viet- 
nam issue. 


Is there no-one in London prepared to 
take the initiative? 

Chris Weeks, 

2a Harrowden Road, 

Doncaster, Yorks. 


Regarding the anti-Vietnam War 
demonstration outside the American 
Embassy, which took place on Sun- 
day, March 17, while it is wise to note 
the remarks about peace demonstra- 
tors, recently made by the Archbishop 
of York, to the effect that we should 
remember that they are showing far 
more social conscience than his own 
generation ever showed, and while 
one must pay tribute to their good in- 
tentions and courage, at the same 
time one must say that surely violent 
demonstrations give the whole peace 
movement a bad name and present 
war supporters with a golden oppor- 
tunity of saying that the movement is 
largely supported by hooligans, which 
is wholly untrue. 


It would seém to me that what we 
need is constant and persistent non- 
violent demonstrations, day after day 
and week’ after week, with members 
of peace movement organisations, not 
necessarily in massive numbers, 
carrying anti-Vietnam war banners 
quietly and peacefully parading out- 
side the American Embassy, without 
any let-up. At first it would seem to 
be achieving nothing but, in time, and 
provided this was done outside 
American Embassies all over the 
world, the strength and depth of 
feeling against President Johnson’s 
obscene war, to which many Ameri- 
cans are opposed, would begin to 


penetrate and do its work in the 
minds of war supporters, quickening 
their slumbering consciences. 

J. M. Radcliffe, 

34 Marlborough Road, 

Richmond, Surrey. 


MPs and Aldermaston 


The signatories of an open letter 
(Peace News, March 15) to the MPs 
who-appealed to Labour Party mem- 
bers and trade unionists to join the 
Aldermaston March at Easter have 
apparently arrogated to themselves 
the right to pronounce upon the sin- 
cerity of those of us who signed that 
appeal. 

To improve their argument, they do 
not hesitate to distort the facts and 
suggest that those of us who partici- 
pate are prepared to march only a 
few hundred yards and seek to hog 
the publicity. 

They do not apparently consider it 
intellectually dishonest to list the 
iniquities of the Government without 
mentioning the fight put up by Left 
MPs on many issues besides the 
zeta Commonwealth Immigrants 

ill. 


They do not feel any obligation to 
compare the results of the efforts of 
those whom they allege we all abused 
with those of people like us who have 
argued for political action. 


It is all very well to take a “holier 
than thou” attitude and to detract 
from one’s own failures by denounc- 
ing others. None the less, those who 
do this might well ponder whether 
they would come off all that well if 
their own records of activity were ex- 
amined with the same candour which 
they are so proud to flaunt—for 
example with regard to their contri- 
butions to the peace movements 
which exist in their own localities. 


[ want to play my part to the best of 
my ability in working for peace and 
a better social order in the way that 
I think is most likely in the long run 
to produce results. I have no doubt in 
my mind that this is through the 
Labour movement, despite all the 
difficulties and limitations which this 
entails. 


I do not for one moment accept that 
people, who in many cases have never 
been prepared to play their part in 
the Labour movement or who have 
opted out in the face of opposition, 
have any right to constitute them- 
selves into a panel of adjudicators on 
the qualities required in those who 
appeal to members of the Labour 
movement to join the Aldermaston 
March. 


Let us try to tolerate each other and 
swell the total numbers of those who 
for different reasons and in different 
ways are prepared to oppose disas- 
trous military and foreign policies 
pursued by British Governments. 


Have we not enough to struggle 
against without devoting our energies 
to mutual denunciations? 

Stan Newens, 

House of Commons. 


More letters page 10 


St Christopher School 
Letchworth 


A school community of some 400 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 100 adults practising 
educaction on sane and successful 
modern lines. 


Applications now belng 
considered for next year. 
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About the only heartening election 
news to come out of America recently 
is that at long last there is a candidate 
worthy of serious consideration. News 
reached Peace News last week that 
two men of great integrity, both 
capable of inspiring confidence in the 
nation’s youth, have declared their 
candidacies. I refer to the announce- 
ments in Berkeley, California, that 
Mario Savio, perhaps the best known 
of the leaders of the Free Speech 
Movement, and Aryay Lenske, former 
national secretary of the Lawyers 
Guild, have declared their intention to 
run for the Peace and Freedom Party 
nomination for state senator from the 
Berkeley district. Whichever candi- 
date is selected will, I am sure, be 
worthy of the voters’ confidence. 


I wish I could say the same for that 
other electoral race which has domin- 
ated the news this past fortnight—the 
race between an incumbent madman 
and two tarnished doves. There is, of 
course, something heartening in see- 
ing such calculating politicians as 
Robert Kennedy jump on the peace 
bandwagon. Any crack in Johnson’s 
consensus is welcome. Any chance of 
embarrassing or (praise God) dump- 
ing Johnson is greeted by many as 
possible salvation. 


Obviously the problem of the war has 
been oversimplified. Johnson, in fact, 
has simply carried on an irrational 
policy of escalation begun by his pre- 
decessor. Indeed, it was the Kennedy 
Administration that rechanneled Pen- 
tagon thinking, from the concept of 
total war to that of small counter- 
insurgency conflicts. The solution to 
the Vietnam problem lies far deeper 
than a settlement of this particular 
conflict. And deeper than any “ Dump 
Johnson’ movement can hope to 
reach. 


Which brings us, once again, to the 
Presidential primaries.  Tactically, 
Kennedy’s announcement caught me 
by surprise. I had expected him to 
make occasional statements on the 
war and on his availability (nobody 
ever doubted it-—indeed, the way he 
and Rockefeller played coy amidst 
press predictions leads me almost to 
suspect that they were hired to re- 
establish public confidence in the 
national news media) until after the 
primaries. His key hope seemed to lie 
with McCarthy who, at best, could 
possibly block Johnson’s nomination 
on the first ballot at the Democratic 
convention. This would throw the con- 
vention open for any nominations. 
Kennedy would seem the most likely 
person to emerge on top. Such a 
strategy would require intensive work 
beforehand, getting state delegations 
to‘commit their second ballot votes 
to him. 


Kennedy’s declaration means less that 
he is convinced he can win than that 
he is suddenly afraid that McCarthy 
might. Kennedy could simply get left 
behind. But the second ballot must 
still be the focus of Kennedy’s current 
campaign. His open candidacy may be 
necessary to get delegations to com- 
mit any votes to him at all. On the 
DPE! la eee 
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ROBERT HURWITT on the US Presidential primaries 


Jumping and dumping 


Robert Kennedy (Photo: Tom Blau) 


other hand, a three-way race has cer- 
tain equally obvious drawbacks. It 
laces two men with similar stands on 
jletnam competing for the same 
votes against the one man they both 
wish to displace. 


Kennedy also: faces the problem of 
appearing gutless, having waited to 
declare himself until McCarthy had 
paved the way. He is combatting that 
image with the well-timed disclosure 
from Washington that he had been 
working behind ‘the scenes to get the 
President to change the course of the 
war. The disclosure was too well- 
timed to seem genuine. 


Kennedy’s entry into the race causes 
another tactical problem. Up to now it 
was easy to dismiss McCarthy's candi- 
dacy as offering no real solution to the 
war. It seemed patently obvious that 
he could do no more than embarrass 
the incumbent. Few people believed 


ADRIAN 
MITCHELL’S 


Eugene McCarthy 


he was making a serious effort to do 
anything more than bring the youth 
of America back into the party by 
providing them with the hope that 
some sort of change really is possible 
within the caer system. Mc- 
Carthy almost said this In so many 
words. Kennedy, if he goes through 
with his bid, holds out a real possi- 
bility of dumping Johnson. But is this 
the answer? 


I don’t think the basic problem here 
is whether either Kennedy or Mc- 
Carthy would be a good President. 
Kennedy’s record as Attorney General 
is not good. Rather than prosecute 
Civil Rights offenders or protect Civil 
Rights workers within the laws he had 
at hand, he chose to carry out his own 
personal vendetta against James Hoffa 
and plead before the Supreme Court 
for his sacred right of wiretapping. In 
McCarthy’s case, I tend to be suspici- 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


Money talks 


To be spoken like Marlon Brando 


You can say what you like, I know you love me. 
I'm loved . . . internationally, 


Internationally loved, 


And I got more power, more power than— 

All the people and all the weather put together. 
Yuh. I screw everyone. Ask anyone. 

“Who screws you? Money screws me.” 

I screwed ’em all, Internationally. 

And you, I, I know you love me 

And you better, you better love me a lot 

Or I’ll just leave you, yuh, just walk out like that, 


Yuh. I happen to be 


The famous all-time international screwing champion, 
So you better love me. Better show a little... respect. 


ous of the motives of the man who 
openly broke with Johnson in 1964 
because he was passed over for the 
Vice-Presidency. 


More relevant are their positions on 
Vietnam. In both cases, from what I 
have seen in the press, they are will- 
ing to de-escalate the war and stop 
bombing North Vietnam to prepare 
the way for negotiations. But if there 
is no favourable response from Hanoi, 
Kennedy states his commitment to 
“punish” her. McCarthy, in a re- 
cently announced 8-point peace pro- 
posal, has taken a better stand now 
that Kennedy is in the race. He calls 
for more de-escalation than Kennedy, 
a role for the NLF in a future South 
Vietnamese government, and a “ re- 
examination ” of military policy. Ful- 
bright outlined a better programme 
six months ago. Certainly, at a time 
when the Gallup Poll reports that 69% 
of the American public wants to begin 
a phased withdrawal from Vietnam, a 
wens ” candidate can do better than 
at. 


Neither of these men has the solution 
to the major problem facing America. 
Kennedy’s commitment is, I am 
afraid, to no higher ideal than that 
which motivates Johnson—the desire 
to be President, to wield power. 
McCarthy may be somewhat more 
idealistic. He has shown himself will- 
ing to risk political annihilation for an 
ideal. But that ideal is not so much 
self-determination for the Third 
World as it is the survival of the 
Democratic Party. America’s youth is 
becoming increasingly disillusioned 
with the great two-party facade and 
he wishes to show them that it is 
possible to work for change within 
the system. 


In California the New Left has-made 
its decision not to be taken in by the 
Democrats again. They are running 
their own candidates, with an eye 
towards building a third party. The 
pitfalls here are perhaps more obvi- 
ous than those of the McCarthy cam- 
paign, but the Peace and Freedom 
Party is convinced that it can over- 
come them. I shall be writing an 
analysis of this effort in full detail 
somewhat later in the course of the 
campaign. 
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Israel: reprisals backfire 


from front page 


during the preliminary bombardment 
of Karameh, followed by a sudden 
counter-attack while the Israelis were 
moving down the main street of the 
apparently empty camp, led to much 
higher Israeli casualties than ex- 
pected. 


Whatever the military facts, the 
Palestinians regard the encounter as 
a notable victory and have been able 
to exhibit a captured Israeli tank on 
television as evidence. Far from being 
crushed, the prestige of the Palestin- 
ian guerrillas is now such _ that 
Hussein has been forced to declare 
his support for them—even though, 
only weeks ago, he described them as 
a national disgrace. 


The scale of the raid was an indica- 
tion of the extent of Israeli concern 
over recent developments in Jordan, 
particularly in the East Bank area, 
divided only by the Jordan river 
from the newly-occupied Arab West 
Bank area. The three main militant 
Palestinian organisations—the Pales- 


How ‘tis done 


As I began to explain last week (when 
the  sub-editor ruthlessly _ blue- 
pencilled the vital “how we do it” 
paragraphs—“ Short of space”, he 
said) Peace News has reduced the 
raising of its formidable £10,000 a 
year publishing fund to a manageable, 
and even stimulating, operation. Pro- 
viding, that is, the victims of our 
necessary extortionism give the 
cheerful and  wholehearted  co- 
operation we expect from partners in 
our enterprise. 

Last week we got as far as 6d weekly 
from every reader, to raise half of 
what we need. Even in post-Jenkins 
Britain that surely is painless enough. 
But have you begun to put those six- 
pences aside? And where are the 
arrears from January 31 that I begged 
or? 

(4s 6d is due all round please or, to 
get it off your mind for the year, 26s a 
head. Labels for “do-it-yourself” 
collecting cans, and advice for people 
who leave it to their bankers, are both 
in the pipeline.) 

Uniquely among peace organisations 
in Britain, Peace News bases its work 
on a business structure. We have 
budgeted to raise £2,500 of the pub- 
lishing fund from the proceeds of 
services we provide. And this is where 
I talk about “giving without extra 
expense ”. 

Do you use printed notepaper or 
literature of any kind, personally, in 
business, or in your organisations? 
Then order it from Housmans, pay the 
usual price, and at least 2s 6d in the 
£ will go straight into Peace News 
funds. We do a first-rate professional 
job with a trade union printing works. 
Peace News ex-editor Hugh Brock 
shares the direction with well-known 
pacifist printer Len Cooke. (In a few 
years, moreover, our _ subsidiary, 
Finsbury Park Typesetters Ltd, is 
likely to be putting £2,000 a year 
behind the paper.) 

Printing is only one of many every- 
day services which are run to raise 
money for our peace work. We shall 
be telling you about others in future 
weeks. While these are developing, 
however, we still need serious finan- 
cial help, and are profoundly grateful 
to all our friends who keep up regular 


support. 
HARRY MISTER 


Total due from Feb 1 (8 weeks at 6d 
per reader per week) £800. Recieved 
to date £120. Contributions please to 
Merfyn Turner, Treasurer, made pay- 
able to Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd, 
London N1. 


tine Liberation Organisation, El 
Fatah, and the People’s Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine—have sunk 
their differences and between them 
established virtual autonomy over 
parts of the East Bank area. The new 
front asserts its Palestinian identity 
and its independence from the 
Egyptian and Syrian nationalists as 
well as from Hussein. 


Two threats to Israel have resulted, 
one military and one political. The 
military threat is that if Hussein can 
no longer police the area effectively, 
then the whole of the West Bank and 
parts of Israel will be wide open to 
infiltration and sabotage and links 
will grow between the West and East 
banks. Short of intensively policing 
the whole border herself, or invading 
and taking over, Israel knows that 
she would be fighting a losing battle. 


But the political danger to Israel is 
far greater. If the Palestinians suc- 
ceed in establishing a recognisable 
united front, independent of the other 
Arab states, then they can neatly 
turn the tables on Israel’s present 
policy makers by demanding “ direct 
negotiations ” with Israel for political 
and territorial concessions, based on 
arguments which in the international 
arena would look remarkably like the 
Jewish arguments for statehood after 
the Second World War. 


Though the Israeli raid may have 
appeared the result of overconfidence, 
it was in fact much more a desperate 
manoeuvre to counteract these two 
threats. Now that the plan has mis- 
fired, and the guerrillas are stronger 
than ever, the Israelis must either 
rethink their whole attitude towards 
an effective Palestinian political force, 
or try to finish what they started on 
March 21. The likelihood of a new 
major conflagration should not be 
underestimated. The separation of 
the Palestinians from the rest of the 
Arab world makes this the most 
serious threat the Israelis have yet 
faced, and the only way out according 
to their own past logic is more war. 


Israel, like the US in Vietnam, is now 
trapped in the contradictions of its 
own past policies. For twenty years 
the Israelis have acted on the assump- 
tion that the Palestinians could be 
wished away, or somehow merged 
with the surrounding Arab states. It 
is strange that the Israelis’ who re- 
claimed Palestine after two thousand 


NZ funds denied 
peace group 


Organisers of the ‘“ Peace, Power, and 
Politics in Asia” conference, to be 
held in New Zealand this weekend as 
a counterweight to a SEATO confer- 
ence, have been refused permission 
to use New Zealand funds to pay for 
delegates to attend from elsewhere. 


The ban comes from New Zealand’s 
Minister of Finance, Mr Muldoon. 
(Incidentally, the New Zealand 
Broadcasting Corporation has banned 
the record “Spotty Muldoon” be- 
cause it is taken as reflecting on the 
government’s dignity.) ‘I can imagine 
the feelings of our troops who are 
fighting Communism in Vietnam .. . 
if we permitted the use of our scarce 
overseas funds to bring propagandists 
ae to undermine them,” he has 
said. 


The “ propagandists ” include Profes- 
sor Conor Cruise O’Brien, Jean 
Lacouture, and Felix Greene. All of 
which makes it more important to 
send contributions to P & P in Asia 
Conference Account, c/o Bank of New 
Zealand, 1 Queen Victoria Street, 
London EC4. 


years, should expect the Palestinians 
to relinquish their claims in twenty, 
but it happened and it is now the 
underlying source of instability in 
Israel. 


The reappearance of Palestinian mili- 
tancy not only threatens the gains of 
the 1967 war but also the gains of the 
1948 war and even the statehood of 
Israel itself. In ‘‘ direct negotiations ” 
with the Arab states, Israel can nego- 
tiate a high price—the abandonment 
of Palestinian claims—in return for 
the conquered territories. In “ direct 
negotiations” with the Palestinians, 
who have nothing to give, she can 
negotiate only concessions and expect 
nothing in return—except, of course, 
peace. 


To the new Palestinian movement it 
must be said that insofar as it chooses 
force rather than political expression 
it will lay itself open to Israeli 
counterforce. Its own guerrilla activi- 
ties are not a substitute for the 
political solution that will sooner or 
later be necessary and_ which, 
properly co-ordinated and _  imple- 
mented, would undermine the Zionist 
infrastructure of Israel much more 
quickly than a new war of terror. 


Censorship? 
cowardice ? 


Last week Peace News published ex- 
tracts from what was in effect a draft 
treaty of occupation, to be signed by 
the US and a host country. It would 
allow US Armed Forces to put down 
civil disturbance—without the co- 
operation of the host country if need 
be—to make arrests, and to bring in 
nuclear weapons. We sent out a press 
release, with details of the story, its 
authenticity, etc. No one even phoned 
us, let alone published. 


There are four possibilities here: (1) 
sheer inefficiency (hardly on such a 
scale, though in one or two cases it 
may be the reason): (2) they didn’t 
think it was worth running (unlike 
De Groene Amsterdammer which 
broke it on March 2): (3) they’re still 
filling in the background details (but 
you don’t sit on a story when you 
know your rivals have it): (4) they’re 
scared to use it. 

That last sounds more convincing. As 
we said last week, “the D Notice 
system again? ” This is the system by 
which British newspapers censor 
themselves on certain topics at the 
government’s request. It has no legal 
sanction and is based on government 
blackmail of those who need official 
information handouts. 


Earlier this year, on February 16, we 
revealed that a major reason for in- 
adequate press coverage of nuclear 
overflying was the existence of a D 
Notice on the subject (dated 1964) 
containing the words: “The more 
attention the Press draws to overfly- 
ing, the more pressure is likely to be 
brought to have it stopped ”. 
In other words, a system designed 
ostensibly to preserve the national 
interests has been used by the 
government to prevent the public 
being kept fully informed, on the 
grounds that if it was adequately in- 


formed it might demand a change in 


government policy. 

We asked ‘Who will crash the D 
Notice? ” but weren’t surprised when 
no one did. The moral: buy Peace 
News, thank God for Liberation News 
Service, and send us your secrets. (In 
which connection, thanks to “A 
Sympathiser” of Wiltshire—we’ll 


make use of your information.) 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


It’s been a rough week for animals. 
Apart from the seven thousand sheep 
who died in Skull Valley, Utah, a cer- 
tain US Vice Admiral, Harold 
Gardiner Bower, Jr, suggested that 
dolphins might be taught to carry 
torpedoes. Dolphins of course are 
pretty intelligent animals, which was 
no doubt why he thought of it; they 
might even have the sense to tell him 
to stick his Torpedoes. 


. £ , 


Don’t all rush at once; there are 
enough strip cartoon cults already, 
what with Peanuts and Flook. How- 
ever, strictly for fellow-devotees, I 
cannot allow to pass unmentioned a 
new collection of Perishers strips. 
The Perishers are neither as existen- 
tialist as Peanuts, nor as trendy as 
Flook, but they are witty, subtle 
philosophical and stylish, and the 
fact that they appear in the Daily 
Mirror daily buoys my faith in the 
British Sense of Humour. 


* * * 


A splendid new march route is being 
pioneered on Sunday, March 31, by 
thousands of young people—starting 
from the Tower of London, ending at 
Kew Bridge—and crossing every 
bridge over the Thames in between. 
It’s in aid of REHAB (British Council 
for Rehabilitation of the Disabled) 
and is to raise money to help disabled 
young people. 

The organisers estimate that 100,000 
Londoners will see it, and 7,000-plus 
walkers will take part. The whole 
thing is being run on very organised 
lines (Prince Philip is patron of 
REHAB for a start) with Cadet corps, 
Civil Defence, etc, out in force as~ 
stewards and free Ovaltine and 
sausage rolls provided for those 
taking part. 

Now that the march technique has 
been taken up by so many worthy 
causes (SHELTER is of course 
another) the protest movements could 
perhaps return the compliment. It 
certainly sounds a more interesting 
route than some of the traditional 
ones—and if you reversed it, of 
course, you’d end at the Tower of 
London, which could be very appro- 
priate, one way or another. 


* * * 


“Other techniques (of de-escalating 
demonstrations) could be applicable: 
photographing the crowd in an 
attempt to break down the feeling of 
the safety of anonymity... .” Eric 
Clark on riots, in last Sunday’s 
Observer. On the contrary, if any- 
thing were to goad me to a violent 
response (and few things do) it would 
be a desire to impale that cold plastic 
eye on a banner pole and dash it 
against the wall, cracking its bestial 
darkness and flooding my image off 
its retina with light... so there. 


* * * 


The Swedish language has a rollick- 
ing, onomatopaeic eroticism all its 
own. Take for example the film that 
ran into pubic hair trouble with the 
censor this week, Hugs and Kisses, as 
we innocuous English called it. The 
original Swedish title was Puss och 
Kram. 


* * * 


According to a straight-faced report 
in the Morning Star, the enterprising 
Chinese, “to express their infinite 
love, loyalty, faith and admiration of 
Chairman Mao,” have built a compu- 
ter which shows his portrait every 
time it is switched on, together with 
the words “serve the people” in a 
facsimile of his handwriting. It also 
plays the tune The East is Red. 

An IBM-Wurlizer, in fact. 


BLACK POWER IN BRITAIN 
JEFF CRAWFORD 


talks to Bob Overy about the Commonwealth Immigrants 
Bill and housing and job discrimination 


How are immigrant groups in this 
country reacting to the govern- 
ment’s unseemly haste in pushing 
through the Commonwealth Immi- 
grants Bill, widely recognised as 
bare-faced capitulation to racialist 
attitudes in the British people? 
Here, Bob Overy talks to Jeff Craw- 
ford, secretary of the West Indian 
Standing Conference, the largest 
organisation of West Indians in this 
country. WISC has been going for 
ten years and has groups through- 
out the country. 


* Eg 


Would you say that the situation of 
West Indians in this country is get- 
ting worse, that discrimination is 
worse than it was a few years ago? 


I wouldn’t say that it has got dramati- 
cally worse, but I think the signs are 
that, if we as black men don’t do 
something, the situation will inevit- 
ably get worse. Of course, the Com- 
monwealth Immigrants Act has made 
our work more difficult. The white 
community has been unduly disturbed 
because of the alarmist fear that there 
is going to be a black invasion of this 
country and our people, too, are be- 
ginning to accept that all white 
people are racialists anyway and that 
it’s a goddamn waste of time to at- 
rempe to bridge the gap between 
them. 


This to some extent will slow the 
pace of integration. Will it lead to an 
unbridgeable gap? I wouldn’t like to 
make a prediction on this, to be too 
dogmatic. It could. I feel that the 
future of race relations, for better 
or worse, will depend in a big way 
on the attitude the black community 
takes. If we keep on succumbing, as 
we have tended to do in the past, to 
racialism—then inevitably the people 
will demand more and more. If, on 
the other hand, we stand up and say, 
“That’s enough, we’re not going to 


take this lying down”, and bring 
about a kind of confrontation, I think 
things could get better. 


At a public meeting on the evening 
the Commonwealth Immigrants Bill 
was being pushed through the House 
of Commons, you described how you 
felt this Bill was only the latest in a 
series of pronouncements and legis- 
lative measures by the authorities 
which are beginning to threaten your 
community increasingly. You made 
some predictions for the future. 
Would you like to repeat and expand 
on them? 


Yes. There was the original Common- 
wealth Immigrants Act of 1962 and 
the present one of 1968. Then there 
was the famous White Paper of Aug- 
ust, 1965, which introduced further 
racialism and which they tried to 
soften by bringing in the National 
Committee for Commonwealth Immi- 
grants at the same time. 


I would suggest that the next step 
will be demands that the present sort 
of five-year qualifying period—after 
which Commonwealth immigrants 
cannot be deported when found guilty 
of an offence which carries with it 
a term of imprisonment—be scrap- 
ped, so that no matter how long you 
ive here, you can be deported. And 
they will ana it. I think the reason 
for this will be to ensure that the 
militants—as they usually refer to 
those people who try to stand up 
along with their brothers and fight 
for their rights—will be threatened 
and kept under pressure. This is an 
idea to keep them under the thumb so 
that Britain can run racialism the way 
she wants to. 

I also believe that local authorities 
will ask for the type of legislation 
which Birmingham City Corporation 
asked for, and got, in 1965, called 
the Birmingham Corporation Act— 
which briefly says that if you buy a 
house and you want to let it, you 


must first register with the local au- — 
thorities and get permission. The Act — 


says that you will only get permission 
to multi-let if, in the opinion of the 
local authorities, the amenities of the 
locality will not be affected. 


I see this as a blatant attempt to con- 
fine West Indians or black people to 
certain areas—for the first time you 
really and truly have ghettoes. Be- 
cause of past political inaction, the 
housing situation has now become so 
acute that the local authorities realise 
it is going to take huge sums of money 
to rehouse people from these twilight 
zones and, since a lot of black people 
have settled in them, they too will 
qualify for priority treatment. Bear 
in mind the political advantages, or 
disadvantages, depending on which 
party of the day takes the decision. 
Local authorities are dead scared of 
doing anything, as they would see it, 
to spread the problem further afield. 


Third, Britain will always need im- 
migrants. The barometer, of course, 
is always the economic barometer in 
this sort of capitalist society, and I 
feel that as an answer to Britain’s 
labour problems when there’s a lab- 
our shortage they will contract lab- 
our, as has been happening between 
the West Indian governments and the 
United States government since the 
Second World War. That is, people 
will be contracted in the West Indies 
to come to work in Britain, to be em- 
ployed for a specific length of time. 


One condition will be that a man does 
not bring his family, and when his 
contract expires he’ll either begin a 
second contract or else be sent home 
and Britain will have someone else 
brought over to take on his job. I 
see this as Britain’s solution to her 
labour shortage, as and when it arises, 
without having the present sort of 
problems which increase with families 
coming in when provisions have to be 
made, like schools, housing, and the 
other social services and facilities. 
This is just a form of slavery—call it 
“indentured labour’”’, if you like. 


What can we do to stop it happening? 
Can the black community, of its own 
volition, stop it from happening? 

No. Not.entirely on our own. But I 
think we can if we inspire opposition 
to racialism by means of the action 
that we take. You see, I believe that 
sooner or later there’s got to be a 
racial confrontation in this country, 
and the sooner the better. It’s happen- 
ing in the United States at the 
moment. 


For the last hundred years, the black 
man hag been on the run; he’s been 
hunted down like an animal; he’s 
been kept under the thumb. Three or 
four years ago things began to 
change, starting with the inspiration 
of the Black Muslims and subsequent- 
ly the standing up of Malcolm X and 
the influence which he had on the 
United States scene, particularly the 
psychological effect on his black bro- 
thers. He said, ‘‘The white man has 
been shooting you. Look, it’s about 
time you shoot back—the only time 
he’s going to stop shooting you is 
when you shoot back and you shoot 
straighter than he’s been shooting ’”’. 
Well, they’ve been doing this in recent 
years, since about 1965 in fact. 
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Watts was the real start of the black 
man’s stand against white racialism— 
physical violence in the States—and 
we had the famous riots of last year. 
White America is now terribly awak- 
ened and to some extent frightened 
and concerned about what’s going to 
happen to blacks and whites, and 
I feel that though violence will take 
place again in the States, inevitably 
relations must get better if the States 
is not going to be split right down the 
middle between black and white, lead- 
ing to an all-out race war where one 
side wipes out the other. 


I see a paralle] development here in 
Britain—not necessarily in terms of 
violence, because the white commun- 
ity here aren’t prone to violence like 
the white community in America, but 
in terms of reaction to racialist action. 
We've got to take this kind of stand 
and put the country on a spot—and 
then we'll either start shouting at 
each other across the fence or we'll 
get round a table and start talking 
about it. It looks to me as if we’ve 
got to start shouting across the fence, 
across the road, to start it—and then, 
when we realise that this isn’t going 
to get us anywhere, we will have to 
get round the table and thrash things 
out between us. 


So you do believe already that “ this 
isn’t going to get us anywhere ”? This 
is one of the things that I find disturb- 
ing—all white men find Black Power 
disturbing!—the sort of cathartic 
effect you’re talking about. I don’t un- 
derstand this idea that you’ve got to 
have a violent confrontation before 
things can get better. 


Well, I didn’t say violent confronta- 
tion in Britain, because, as I said, the 
white community in Britain aren’t 
prone to physical violence like the 
white community in the States. 
Well Ididn’tsayconfronta- 


You said “ shout across the fence ”! 


Yes. But you know this wouldn’t be 
anything new for this country. If you 
look at the history of various strug- 
gles in Britain over the years, you 
see how this had to be. Take the 
suffragettes: women were fighting 
for the vote—they chained themselves 
to the railings, one woman threw her- 
self under a horse. We know the 
struggles at the start of this century, 
the labour movements, the hunger 
marches, the confrontation between 
the establishment on the one hand 
and the masses on the other. I see 


continued on page 8 


6 Peace News 29 March 1968 


Roger Moody 


POSTMORTEM ON A PROJECT 


NVAV in Cambodia 


All of Non-Violent Action in Vietnam 
and Cambodia (NVAV) had left Cam- 
bodia by February 26 this year— 
some with upset stomachs and mos- 
quito bites but otherwise completely 
scratchless. In a literal sense the 
pLOlect had disappointed, for it can 

e as difficult to accomodate oneself 
to being kept from the firing line as 
if is to meeting death and serious 
injury. Yet I trust that no sane per- 
son would seriously suggest that self- 
sacrifice is of value in itself, regard- 
less of the ends it serves: indeed, 
Ghandi—though sometimes quoted to 
uphold this view—would have abhor- 
red the idea. 


The intention of NVAV was to locate 
a group of men and women in an 
area of potential American attack in 
North Vietnam (and later Cambodia) 
and by their presence—all of them 
pledged not to retaliate and if neces- 
sary to suffer to the death—to deter 
the military action. To some people 
it seemed that the two months set 
aside for the project was a very 
limited period in which to pacify any 
portion of a front afflicted by war for 
more than a _ generation. Others 
pointed out that the success of the 
project depended on an exploitation 
of a false distinction in the American 
military mind between the values of 
the Western and the Asiatic human 
person. Still others maintained that 
Its effectiveness relied on our ensur- 
ing the deaths of—for example—at 
least one Anglican Bishop and a 
moderate Labour MP. 


The criticisms were variously ans- 
wered. The action is only symbolic, 
it was said. Its members were both 
voluntary and non-violent participa- 
tors in the conflict—this was what dis- 
tinguished them from the locals, not 
the colour of their skins. And if it 
could be shown that the US called off 
any one military action because of the 
presence of such a team, would it not 
dramatise the whole of the beastly 
conflict as a victimisation of “ little 
yellow men”? 


Only a few days after NVAV’s arrival 
in Cambodia, however, the whole 
purpose of the project, with its six 
months of intellectual and mechanical 
preparation, was thrown off balance. 
Two of the party sent ahead to 
negotiate the practical matters—such 
as transport, equipment, and the 
location of the group—had already 
been told by M Son Sann, the Prime 
Minister, that only one month’s stay 
would be permitted which could in- 
volve no actual habitation of a border 
village. It was assumed—and I bear 
the greatest responsibility for such an 
assumption—that this indicated a 
negotiating position which it would 
be possible to modify on our arrival. 


The Americans Want to Know Team, 
investigating frontier incidents in 
Cambodia in September 1966, had 
managed to expand their programme 
on the eve of their arrival in Phnom 
Penh. However, when representatives 
of our group visited the Foreign 
Minister on the eve of our arrival in 
Phnom Penh, we were told that only 
a three-day programme had been 
worked out and_that this would be 
available for us to see on Monday. 
Here we made what was perhaps our 
first big faux pas. Instead of waiting 
for the text of the programme, we 
urged for something closer to our 
original plan. In fact we asked to stay 
at the town of Svay Rieng, close to 
the border, and travel from there to 
the frontier—on bicycles, if need be 


—each day. The response to this was 
another call to visit the Prime Minis- 
ter, during which interview it was 
made clear that we should expect 
nothing further than the border 
visits. 

These were carried out the following 
week—but well before then, some 
members of the group were trying to 
crystallise their views on what alter- 
native action could be taken outside 
of Cambodia. The day on which the 
first visit was made, a vote was called 
for by the “further action” party, 
by which members of the team had to 
commit themselves to unspecified 
future action, possibiy involving civil 
disobedience and taking place either 
in South Vietnam or Thailand or from 
Hong Kong. 


Retrospectively I am dismayed that 
we should have assumed so soon that 
the Cambodian government had “ dis- 
allowed” our action, or that no other 
action was now appropriate in that 
country. It was equally worrying that 
it was taken for granted by a part of 
the team that obstructive behaviour, 
provided it was dramatic enough, ap- 
proximated more to the aims of the 
project than exploiting the “ fact- 
finding ” facilities in Cambodia, such 
as they were, or returning home, 
having conserved about £500. The 
fact is that none of these alternatives 
conformed to the project’s original 
conception. 


In the event, I have little quarrel 
with, and a lot of admiration for, the 
nine members of NVAV who made 
their way to Thailand and, a month 
ago, succeeded in leafleting a US air- 
force base some distance north of 
Bangkok. Nonetheless it involved 
deception, and this I find unaccept- 


able. The argument that it is justified & 


to attack illegitimate authority by 
covert means ignores the historical 
fact that this is the very method 
universally used to achieve illegiti- 
mate authority. 


Two views 


NVAV was in the process of splitting 
into two factions while uncertainty 
still existed as to what the Cambod- 
ians required or expected of us 
During this period, and albeit unin 
tentionally, we therefore found our- 
selves playing something of a double 
game. For example, in a letter to the 
Foreign Minister three days after our 
arrival, we expressed our willingness 
to carry out the Government pro- 
gramme, exactly as the Government 
required. Yet on the last day of the 
visits to the border, we took the 
Provincial Governor of Kompong 
Cham aside and, in effect, asked if he 
could arrange for the group to spend 
the remainder of its time in the 
village of Chak Kranh, visited that 
day and now under reconstruction 
after repeated attacks. Strictly speak- 
ing, this action did not run counter 
to the letter of our undertaking made 
the week before: but it can hardly 
have encouraged the Cambodian 
authorities to grant us any further 
border facilities, if by any chance 
they were contemplating doing so. 


The reason for such unfortunate com- 
plications ran deeper than a simple 
confusion over what the Cambodians 
meant exactly by the statements they 
issued us: it involved a difference in 
attitude over our group’s function. 
Should the emphasis lie mainly on 
proving the value of non-violent in- 


tervention in itself, regardless of the 
field of action—or were we basically 
concerned to help the Cambodians 
resist a possible invasion and contin- 
ued violation of her neutrality? Why 
the two views should be wedged 
firmly apart, as though one were 
jeopardised by the other, I cannot 
now understand. Nevertheless this 
duality was, in a short space of time, 
to become expressed via the person- 
alities of the group and was inevit- 
ably manifested in a parting of the 
ways. 


‘Bomb me as well’ 


The lesson here is that nothing can 
replace systematic analysis, under- 
taken as soon as a group of this 
nature functions as an entity and 
facilitated by a clear mechanism of 
discussion and action created well in 
advance. To its cost (I believe) NVAV 
appointed no discussion leader: it 
waited for the situation to throw up 
its own leadership. Consequently the 
group moved in a kind of flux during 
the most important early days out of 
England. Forty or more hours of 
weighty and unconstructed discussion 
during the first two weeks ensured 
that we did not create the situations 
for ourselves. (By comparison, A 


Quaker Action Group—which worked 
in South East Asia for a year—had 


both chairman and project leader for 
each of its ventures and seems to have 
profited from it by being much more 
flexible.) 


WVAV’s Cambodian venture has to be 
seen in the context of a continual 
effort, from March 1967 onwards, to 
send some kind of non-violent group 
to Vietnam. At the time, A Quaker 
Action Group had just launched its 
first Phoenix voyage: Harry Knight of 
Conway Hall was calling for hundreds 
of young volunteers to make simul- 
taneous peace forays to various world 
capitals: a little later, the Rev James 
Bevel in America circulated his idea 
for a shipload of one thousand demon- 
strators to run the gauntlet of the 
Seventh Fleet in Haiphong Harbour. 
Ii anything—and this is an indictment 
of our human willingness to accomo- 
date to continued bloodletting—the 
situation then seemed more desperate 
than it does now. The late Robert 
Davies, MP, who was approached to 
join NVAV, summed up the feelings 
of most volunteers: 


“T had come to the conciusion that 
the only thing left was to go to 
Vietnam and, in effect, say to the 
Americans, ‘if you must continue 
to bomb, then bomb me as well’.” 


On several occasions there were tem- 
porary “ halts” in the project in these 
early days while volunteers discussed 
(or analysed) the philosophy behind 
tue basic proposal. It is interesting to 


‘ 


look back and find that most of the 
problems surrounding organisation 
and function during that period soon 
became irrelevant. For some time it 
was feared that a division would be 
created between the pacifists and non- 
pacifists in the group. When the 
“split” did come, pacifists were to 
be found on both sides. 


Yet our debates and _ discussions, 
lengthy as they were (and we 
attempted to arrange one full volun- 
teers’ meeting every month) failed to 
cover some of the essential points. 
This was not, I think, simply because 
we switched our attention from North 
Vietnam to Cambodia rather late in 
the day when it was clear that the 
North Vietnamese would probably not 
accept a large group of people, unless 
circumstances were very different: a 
month’s intensive training and study 
should be sufficient in any case. It 
was largely because we failed to ask 
the right questions till it was too late. 


Confrontation 


As an example, I will take up a little 
space describing an attack we were to 
witness at Mesan Thngak, the second 
day of our border visits. Two US 
helicopters (Cambodian Army sources 
later said four) came over the rice 
paddies adjacent to the village just 
as we were sitting down to the second 
course of our lunch. For twenty min- 
utes, with a mixture of viciousness 
and gay abandon, they dived over the 
yellow expanse, which the Cambod- 
lans’ affirmed was definitely their 
territory, machine-gunning and firing 
rockets. It was a convincing display 
of force, if it had meant to be such, 
and an equally compelling display of 
obscenity. 


Despite the firing, no one was injured, 
though the day before a boy of 
twenty had been shattered by a dor- 
mant shell after a similar outrage. 
From where we were standing, it was 
conceivable that the peasants we 
could see within a half mile of where 
we stood would be hit if the helicop- 
ters ranged any further towards us. 
The question was whether we should 
advance or not. One person suggested 
making a formation of our bodies, 
clearly visible to the pilots and the 
crews. Some of the team started to 
move forward past the informal bar- 
rier on the edge of the village. Others 
obviously thought the move either 
provocative or unnecessary and 
moved back when requested to do so 
by the Cambodians. After a short 
while the whole group was well away 
from the open ground. 


My own reactions as I dimly recall 
them were, first, incredulity that this 
should have happened just as I was 
lunching: then excitement that I had 
my cine camera to hand: next some 
bewilderment that the Cambodians 
were merely looking on and makin 
no approach to the fields, followed by 
an acceptance of the fact: then a reali- 
sation that if the helicopters closed 
in and endangered the lives of the 
peasants still working in the fields, it 
might be necessary to move out to the 
peasants and help them in: finally a 
knowledge that I could hardly stand 
by if they were actually hit, and 
needed help. 


None of these reactions was accom- 
pence by any thought that it would 

e necessary or advisable to take 
some kind of a group decision on the 
matter. For the space of ten minutes 
or maybe less, the possibility of con- 


Photos show (page 6) coffin and 
family of a Cambodian youth killed by 
an American delayed action bomb 
about 1 km inside Cambodian ter- 
ritory; and (right) members of the 
NVAV team; left to right: Dr Cecily 
Hastings, Wynn Evans, Roger Moody, 
Muriel Asmere, Philip Wilson and 
John Roberts. (Photos by Graham 
Keen.) 


frontation was seen in purely personal 
terms. From that moment I had the 
strong intuition that any concerted 
approach to the attackers would be 
futile, wasteful, and probably fatal. 


We were in a magnificent state of un- 
preparedness. During the last volun- 
teers’ meeting in England, we had 
discussed far too briefly how we 
should react under attack. Regret- 
fully we could only decide to admit 
the possibility of physically resisting 
a military advance. As for other in- 
stances, we would “ decide in view of 
the situation ”’. 

I now believe, partly because of this 
incident, that the influence of a non- 
violent group such as ours is only 
“ political”. I mean by this that any 
beneficial and deterrent effect comes 
only through our being able to in- 
form an Administration (which then 
communicates the knowledge to its 
military units) that we are situated in 
a certain place. Admittedly a second- 


ary attempt to deter might be made - - - 


in actual confrontation with the 
forces in the field. But unless the 
nature of the group has first been 
made clear to these troops, I do not 
see why it should materially hold 
up their advance. 


Paradoxically, it is the symbolic act 
which stands most chance of practical 
success, while the practical defiance 
(unless undertaken by the actual in- 
habitants with ‘their own chattels and 
resources in their control) risks be- 
coming merely symbolic. I only wish 
I had the courage to advance into a 
field under fire, as at Mesan Thngak. 
On the other hand, it seems quite in- 
appropriate, if not damaging, to do 
this when the people who live by, and 
on, that land, and the forces supplied 
to protect it, resisted such:an impulse. 
At that point, if not before, it became 
essential to understand just what the 
Cambodians felt about a tactical non- 
violent force—and to do this from the 
upper channels downwards. 


Welcome 


The situation into which we landed on 
January 6 was a dramatic one which 
reached its climax after only a few 
weeks of rumour, allegation, and 
counter-denial. Reports by two US 
journalists, Horst Fass and George 
MacArthur, purporting to have dis- 
covered a Viet Cong camp at Memot 
in Kompong Cham Province, were 
published in mid-November 1967. By 
early December there were rumours 
that “hot pursuit” of Viet Cong into 
Cambodia would be permitted by the 
White House, and a little later 
General Westmoreland was reported 
to have invasion plans for Cambodia 
on his table. 

The Washington Post predicted that 
the invasion would take place before 
the end of the year. A little later, 
South Vietnam’s foreign minister an- 


§ nounced in Paris that his Government 


would feel free to do much the same 
thing. As some people remarked to me 
then: “ You are going at the very best 
time ’—or others: “ You couldn’t be 
going at a worse!” 


Three members of NVAV arrived in 
Phnom Penh two weeks before the 
rest of us. Their mandate was a letter 
from Prince Sihanouk, Head of State 
of Cambodia, which stated, among 
other things, that “ Your mission in 
our country, consisting of a group 
which would participate in the suffer- 
ings and partake of the dangers of the 
civilian population, is very moving. 
[There are] material difficulties [at- 


tached to] a prolonged presence in 
the frontier villages .. . but your 
testimony against terrorist agressions 
will help your compatriots be 
aware of the lies of certain propa- 
ganda.” 


Michael Scott returned from Cam- 
bodia at the end of December, before 
going back with the group in the New 
Year. He gave an account of the dan- 
gerous situation building up in Cam- 
bodia in Peace News for January 5, 
1968. I quote from his statement: 
“The Prince has expressed his eager- 
ness to welcome volunteers from 
peace groups which are offering their 
services for repair of damage to vil- 
lages and relief of physical suffering.” 
For his part, the member of the Cam- 
bodian Administration detailed to 
look after us (and a man to whom we 
shall owe a deep debt of gratitude) 
told one of the forward party on 
December 28 that the Prince was 
strongly favourable to the project, 
and that NVAV [could] be sure of 
being useful to the peace and security 
of Cambodia in the present crisis by 
some presence, at least, in the border 
areas. 


In the light of later experience, it is 
possible to see that these statements 
could be interpreted in two ways, and 
that Prince Sihanouk never commit- 
ted himself to accepting the project 
in toto. I am reasonably certain that 
he was trying to ensure a freedom of 
manoeuvre in our regard, for as long 
as the diplomatic situation vis-a-vis 
the frontiers was being worked out. 
On December 26 Robert McCloskey, 
from the State Department, re- 
affirmed that “ the USA has no hostile 
intention towards Cambodia ”’. 


On February 7, the day after we 
arrived, Phnom Penh radio announced 
that “a group of 26 English pacifists 
has arrived ... prepared to fly to the 
border areas in the event of an in- 
vasion by American-South Vietnamese 
forces.” A day afterwards, Chester 
Bowles, President Johnson’s special 
envoy, arrived for talks with Prince 
Sihanouk and other members of the 
Government. It was, in retrospect, a 
very important occasion, and the 
Cambodian Government viewed it 
with some apprehension. Yet the very 
day that Chester Bowles landed it 
was the 26 English pacifists Sihanouk 
invited to dine with him at his private 
home, and not the statesman. 


When asked by one of our group why 
he chose this order of preference, 
Sihanouk answered: “I prefer to dine 
with my friends, for I too am a paci- 
fist”—-or words to that effect. We 
beamed (of course) and listened very 
intently when the Prince expounded 
on the “ law of the jungle ” which the 
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United States had wilfully substituted 
in Vietnam for the law of the Courts. 


We were even more delighted the 
next day when three newspapers— 
the French, Chinese, and Khmer- 
speaking press—-carried reports and 
photos of our dinner all featured in 
precedence over Mr Bowles. We 
accepted the fact (and were I think 
delighted at the prospect) that we 
should be ‘“‘ played against’ Chester 
Bowles. On the other hand, we were 
very puzzled that on the day before 
this fabulous dinner, the Prince 
should have recounted in a Press con- 
ference (“with some humour” ac- 
cording to one report) a tale of the 
English pacifists who were “ clutter- 
ing up his country” and whose exact 
intentions he could not really under- 
stand. (“Why don’t they go to Viet- 
nam?” he asked.) 


Results 


A week later he was more expansive. 
In a press conference held to apolo- 
gise for a scurrilous attack made by 
an irresponsible French journalist 
against the group, he explained that, 
while there were inevitably some dan- 
gers to be faced by coming to Cam- 
bodia, the Cambodians, being hospit- 
able Buddhist people, wished their 
visitors to enjoy the benefits and not 
the sufferings. 


The suggestion that we ought never 
to have contemplated remaining in 
the border areas for any length of 
time is clearly visible in much that 
was said to us. However, none of the 
two or three early official statements 
express this in any definite way. The 
earliest we got such an indication was 
in an interview with the Prime Minis- 
ter only a very few days before de- 
parture, when it was impossible to re- 
claim our £500 of fares. My own 
feeling is that the situation had not 
fully crystallised until the Bowles 
talks could be deemed successful (or 
the reverse) and until we could be 
sek and assessed as security 
risks. 


In the event, the talks produced an 
unexpected assurance that the US 
would not violate Cambodian integrity 
and neutrality, and, for that and other 
reasons we became unacceptable. I 
have already touched on the reasons 
which seemed to me valid: our 
hastiness, dual thinking, and some- 
thing akin to arrogance which re- 
sulted, in -the end, in our jeopardising 
a possibility of being used as an ob- 
servation group instead. 


Our offence against Cambodia was an 
unwitting one (and finally forgiven) 


continued on next page 
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BLACK POWER IN BRITAIN 


from page 5 


this as just part of the perpetual trend 
over the years where the people 
have got to resort to one kind of 
action or another to make their voices 
heard and then to put their case. I 
see this as a precondition, a prerequi- 
site, before one can get an ear. 


What you are describing is the psy- 
chological necessity for the black 
community of this sort of confronta- 
tion? 

And for the white community, too—to 
be awakened so that they can react 
to the situation. You see, at the mo- 
ment, lots of people in Britain are 
still asleep on this issue and it’s the 
racialists perhaps—the genuine racial- 
ists are still in a minority—who be- 
cause of the stand that they take have 
been able to set the pace. 


If I might say this about the British 
liberal: open-minded British people 
have been far too apologetic, much too 
respectable, and too quiet on the 
question of race and where they 
stand. If these people had come to 
the fore and made a stand, then the 
situation could not have deteriorated 
to the point it has. These people must 
now be involved and put on the spot. 


What I think we should ensure is 
that the whole country is involved in 
this question of race, that there’s 
pong to be no easy way out of it. 
eople have got to be confronted with 
the fact of all that is involved between 
black and white. We’ve got to sort it 
out, one way or the other, for better 
or worse, so let’s decide what we’re 
going to do. Is it going to be for 
better? Or it is going to be for worse? 
You do recognise that it could be 
for worse? 
Oh, it could be for worse. I would 
hope not, but the trends are there. 
But I would feel that, bearing in mind 


the nature oi this society—quite an 
intelligent, educated society, and a 
society which has been rather liberal 
—things wouldn’t get worse, provided 
that we take a stand now. Provided 
we ensure that this confrontation will 
show it up. Perhaps these are too 
strong words. But I think they indic- 
ate what I’m getting at. Not necessar- 
ily a confrontation of violence, but at 
the moment people think in terms of 
violence because of the US situation. 


When you talk about “ standing up ” 
and “putting Britain on the spot”, 
what sort of plans and action-projects 
do you have in mind? 


Take, for example, the report that the 
Standing Conference released during 
the middle of last year on the position 
in London Transport where, after 
about 12 years of (in the majority of 
cases) selective recruitment of black 
busmen, there hasn’t been a single 
black inspector appointed. We’re con- 
templating pretty drastic action in the 
not too distant future. This action 
might very well include encouraging 
black busmen to stage a stoppage, 
that is, a strike, or perhaps limited 
strike to start with and then protest 
pickets of garages, trying to encour- 
age other black workers in London 
Transport to support the campaign. 


In the field of employment, particu- 
larly youth, we intend to start here 
in North London by making exhaus- 
tive inquiries into the kind of firms, 
the type of industries in which West 
Indians are employed, and to write to 
these firms asking them whether they 
do indeed employ West Indians, par- 
ticularly in shops—we intend picket- 
ing these shops and demonstrating 
about this. This campaign, I hope, 
will get off the ground before the 
middle of this year, and we hope that 
it is going to be the prototype of 
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due largely, I think, to a failure to 
understand the “ dialectical’ method 
of politics in Cambodia and the con- 
fusions common to the civil service 
of a small developing country, over- 
whelmed with the visit of President 
Tito as well as our own. 


The final “truth” of the situation 
into which NVAV was _ plunged— 
namely that of the protection of Cam- 
bodians living in the border areas and 
of Cambodian neutrality—was clearly 
stated, and by both sides. But one of 
the “relative” truths—the nature of 
our group had still to be tested and 
determined. We, for our part, had to 
come to grips with the criticism that, 
by deterring US and South Vietnam- 
ese attack we would compromise the 
native Cambodian effort to the same 
end. And we failed to measure up. 
Hence no “ common definition of the 
situation ” was arrived at and, for as 
long as the main body of the group 
was still in Cambodia, the two parties 
withdrew from each other. 


It was nevertheless our good fortune 
to confront, in Prince Sihanouk, a 
great man, incapable of corruptness, 
a demagogue who, at the height of his 
invective, will suddenly break into the 
most human of smiles: a man who, in 
endeavouring to find and express the 
truth of the situation throughout the 
whole of South East Asia, has been 
successively scolded and eulogised by 
China and America: a leader whose 
entire lack of duplicity has been in- 
terpreted by Western statesmen as 
the very opposite, because in our 


hemisphere personal honesty is often 
construed as a diplomatic pecadillo. 


I have not had the space here to 
mention the findings and researches 
of NVAV or the result of those pains- 
taking soundings carried out by the 
indefatigable Gwynfor Evans, Michael 
Scott, and Cecily Hastings, whose 
dedication alone warranted this pro- 
ject. But two questions remain which 
must surely be answered—urgently, 
and by others more qualified than I 
am. First, as rumours of another US 
military putsch against Cambodia in- 
crease (see, for instance Mark Frank- 
land in The Observer for February 
25 or statements in the daily press on 
March 11) and as the Bowles assur- 
ances prove increasingly facile when 
weighed against the continued border 
attacks on unarmed Cambodians— 
what can still be done to nail the 
American lie? 


Second, even though, in piecemeal 
fashion, a body of theory and practice 
of non-violent action has been built 
up over the years, is the idea of a 
semi-permanent “ peace force” fated 
to recede even further into the back- 
ground? Can we dispute that the 
overwhelming conclusion of past ex- 
perience, minor as it may be, is that 
pacifist intervention, if truly non- 
violent and devoid of subterfuge, can 
take place only in a border area in 
a situation of potential rather than 
actual conflict, and only where the 
government has given its complete 
cooperation and the people their 
trust? 


similar campaigns throughout Lon- 
don, and for that matter throughout 
the country as well. 


The other main area of discrimination 
is, of course, in housing. Have you 
got any plans in this area? 


This is not a very easy problem, but 
our present plans are like this. We 
will find out from local authorities 
whether they do indeed house any 
black people at all. If so, how many, 
and, if possible, where? We will also 
ask members of our community 
whether they have applied for any 
of these improvement grants which 
local authorities are entitled to loan 
people to improve their houses. 


If we find that a local authority 
isn’t housing black people at all, we’re 
going to protest about it. If we find 
that they are housing them in the 
worst possible type of council houses 
—and without justification—we are 
going to protest about it, even if it 
means picketing the town hall or 
having a protest march through the 
borough. The same will apply to the 
improvement grants as weil. My view 
is open to correction, but I feel that 
very few local authorities ever go out 
of their way to tell black people 
about these grants, and indeed when 
ne apply for them they seldom get 
em 


Of course, it’s difficult to do very 
much in the private sector as things 
now stand, but if the government 
sticks to its promises to expand the 
resent Race Relations Act, when this 

ecomes law we’re going to ensure 
that it is implemented to the full. 
What do you understand by Black 
Power? 
Black Power, as I see it, can be lik- 
ened 'to any other form of power. If 
you take the United States, for ex- 
ample—because that is where the 
phrase Black Power came into being 
—in the States you’ve got the differ- 
ent communities who are powerful 
for one reason or another, who live 
very much among themselves and no- 
body ever castigates them. You’ve 
got the Jewish community, the Italian 
community, the Chinese community, 
who have their own schools and still 
retain a lot of their own culture. 
Some of them are very powerful, very 
effective pressure groups on civil 
rights and other matters, and they 
are accepted and nobody deprives 
them. e see Black Power as a 

rallel. 

you see Black Power as a parallel? 

I mean, where is the political pro- 
gramme in Black Power that can 
make it possible for this community 
strength to emerge? 
Well, you know, what our Standing 
Conference has been practising for 
the last five years has been Black 
Power. As far as specific achieve- 
ments are concerned, we’ve done a 
tremendous amount, I think more 
than all the other organisations put 
together, in the field of police and 
black immigrant relationships. In the 
last three years we’ve been having a 
hell of a war with the police, as it 
were, and during the last year we’ve 
made some significant breakthroughs 
in that, at long last, they are begin- 
ning to adopt a lot of our suggestions 
and to admit that things haven’t been 
as good as they ought to be. 
In August 1965, when the Ku Klux 
Klan was threatening us with a major 
campaign, we took a stand in public 
saying that West Indians should stand 
up and fight back in case these cross 
burnings increased significantly. 
There hasn’t been a single cross- 
burning since then. 
Among other things, internally, we 
set up four years ago a credit union, 
the first of its kind in Britain. Briefly, 
the credit union is a kind of co-opera- 
tive, but a co-operative with a differ- 


ence. The first one is now worth just 
under £7,000. There are now five of 
them in existence, mainly run by West 
Indians for West Indians. 


By law, each member is allowed to 
hold shares of the value of £1 each 
up to a maximum of £1,000. Irre- 
spective of your share holding you 
have a single vote. There is no domi- 
nation or monopoly. The idea is that 
these shares are put into a big com- 
mon pool, and a member then bor- 
rows from the pool. His holdings are 
used ag guarantee against the loan 
and if he wants a loan in excess of 
his holdings, he gets a member or 
members to stand as a guarantor. 
The advantage is that the repayment 
interest rate is never more than 6%. 


By the laws of the credit union at the 
moment it is repaid at 54% and, un- 
like the bank, though you have a loan 
from the credit union you still get an 
annual dividend depending on your 
share holdings. The fremendous ad- 
vantage is that it is cheaper than hire 
purchase and you don’t have the pro- 
blem of hoping against hope that you 
may or may not get a loan. What we 
do is to encourage members where 
possible not to go in for hire purch- 
ase, but rather borrow from the pool 
—pay cash for what you buy then 
repay at 54%. 

Also, we’ve been saying to West 
Indians, “‘ Look, for heaven’s sake, go 
and get on the voter's list, and if in 
your local ward you can return a 
councillor, by all means ensure that 
you get him there! Get into trade 
unions and if you can have your own 
shop steward, by all means have 
them!” We’ve been saying, “ Well, 
get yourselves together and set up 
your own business enterprises for 
your own good, for the good of your 
own community, and for the good of 
the community at large!” 


People seem to equate Black Power 
with violence. I spoke to Stokely Car- 
michael when he was here last year 
and J discussed this point of violence. 
He said, ‘‘ Look, we don’t even want 
to overthrow the existing democratic 
set-up. We want to become part of it 
to start with, we want to be allowed 
to become a full part, to play our full 
part equal to our ability and our 
strength—our intellectual ability and 
our political and economic strength. 
But if violence is used to deny us 
these rights, the inherent rights that 
are ours, then we feel that violence is 
the most effective counter—having 
used all other means, and they failed. 
If we believe that violence is a neces- 
sary means, then we are going to use 
i yw 


I support this attitude. But because of 
the ravings and rantings of one or 
two black men, who were either look- 
ing for publicity or hadn’t studied 
deeply enough the Biack Power philo- 
sophy, the British public at large seem 
to think that Black Power and vio- 
lence go together, that Black Power 
means violence and separatism and 
nothing else. I think that because of 
the involvement of Michael Abdul 
Malik—who said that he was a Black 
Muslim, who preaches a philosophy of 
separatism with Black Power—there 
is this confusion in the country. But 
Black Power has nothing to do with 
separatism. It says that we want to 
be part and parcel of what is going 
on. 


| renounce war and | will never 

support or sanction another 
This pledge signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
House 6 Endsleigh Street WC1 


—_ = 


soe me 


_ 
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otudents 
In 
‘graveyard’ 
draft 
protest 


Students at Wisconsin University in 
slow procession on March 18 between 
the white crosses they have laid out 
“In Memoriam ” for their classmates 
who will be drafted this year to kill 
and be killed in Vietnam, immediately 
they finish their courses in June. The 
ending of postgraduate deferments 
will force the choice of submitting, or 
resisting—and many will resist. 
1 DSP RE RAE ie A, 


Nagas: India 
opens fire 
again 


Indian troops have broken the three- 
year-old cease-fire agreement (due to 
expire on April 30 unless renewed) 
with the Nagas and look like being 
involved in a fresh war throughout 
the Assam hills. 

A united front against the Indians 
has been formed by Mizo and Naga 
guerrilla organisations, both of which 
are seeking a measure of indepen- 
dence. On February 1 Indian troops 
captured the Naga Army regional HQ 
at Toloi, and since then have been 
trying to do the same throughout the 
area. Last week at least 15 Mizos, and 
9 Indians were killed in a skirmish. 


Border tribes in Burma are also re- 
sisting government centralisation, as 
they have been ever since indepen- 
dence 20 years ago. Last week the 
Burmese head of state General Ne 
Win, was making noises about how 
the guerrillas take sanctuary across 
the Chinese border etc, which is the 
nearest the Burmese have come to 
accusing the Chinese of helping them. 


Prime Minister Mrs Gandhi has been 
more outspoken in finding a scape- 
goat—last week she declared that the 
Indian Government was trying to seal 
off the border with Burma, to stop 
Chinese trained Naga and Mizo guer- 
rillas getting in. Several hundred 
guerrillas are reported to be training 
in China. 

The Assam Congress which is dead 
against any concession to the tribes 
has threatened that any reorganisa- 
tion of the State to meet the guerrilla 
demands will mean Assam “ will turn 
into another Vietnam ”. 


BEE eee 
S Africa: full call-up 
to combat guerrillas 


Guerrilla activity in South West 
Africa is creating a heavy drain on 
the manpower of the South African 
Police Force, according to South 
Africa’s acting President. The Com- 
missioner of Police has confirmed 
this, and said 2,000 extra police per 
year are needed. 

South Africa is planning to extend 
the call-up to all white youths. Up to 
now a ballot system has been used, 
but now at the age of 17 call-up will 
be universal. About 30,000 will be 
called-up every.year. Girls also are to 
be called-up, for Civil Defence train- 
ing. According to the Minister of 
Defence “ We will start on a small 
scale. Their training will include 


first-aid, self-defence, shooting and 
ambulance works.” 
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Draft resisters’ guide to France 


This statement reached Peace News 
from France last week: 


We are a group of draft resisters who 
have joined together in exile in 
France. Forced to leave our country 
for political reasons, we are deter- 
mined that the price of our exile 
must not be silence. We will do all we 
can to continue our fight against a 
government that has forced us to 
choose between murder in Vietnam, 
prison at home, or exile. 


We feel one of our tasks is to inform 
our brothers in the States of the legal 
and material conditions here, so that 
the difficult decision between jail and 
exile is not influenced by lack of in- 
formation. However, we feel strongly 
that this choice is ultimately a per- 
sonal one and that either decision can 
have significance in the anti-imperial- 
ist movement. 


We are planning a public act of draft 
card submittance on April 3. We are 
establishing contacts with other 
Americans throughout Europe in an 
effort to create an international exile 
community and a journal which 
would be the voice of that community. 
Finally, we hope to link up with exile 
communities from other countries 
who are fighting in the same struggle 
el a system which oppresses us 
all. 


Information on France 


The following is the basic information 
one should know in _ considering 
whether or not to come to France. A 
pamphlet covering the situation in 
greater detail is now being prepared. 
Because going into exile may mean 
never returning to the United States 
again and because of the difficulties 
of adjusting to any foreign culture, 
we do not feel we can encourage any- 
one to come to France. We do hope 
this information may help individuals 
to reach decisions which are realistic 
and informed. 


1. What do I need to enter France? 


The only legal paper necessary is a 
passport. A visa might also prove use- 
ful, but is definitely not a require- 
ment. Upon entering France, you will 
not be questioned about your present 
circumstances or future plans. Such 
information is best not volunteered, 
as the reaction of individual custom’s 
officials cannot be predicted. In case 
of difficulty, contact International 
Quaker Centre, 114 Rue de Vaugirard, 
Paris 6e, BAB. 35-30. 


2. How long can I stay in France? 


If you enter as a tourist (no visa) you 
will be able to stay for three months 


without any other papers. This three 
month stay can be renewed simply by 
crossing the border and re-entering. 
But for a long stay, it is generally 
best to obtain a Carte de Séjour 
(Residence Permit) which can be 
done with little or no difficulty. 


3. Can I be deported or extradited 
from France? 


America has no extradition treaty 
with France covering selective ser- 
vice violations. As long as the civil 
laws of France are obeyed, you should 
be able to stay as long as you wish. 

4. Can I find a job in France? 


Work is very difficult to find because 
of France’s high rate of unemploy- 
ment. It can be done if you are will- 
ing to spend much time looking, and 
if you are willing to live in the pro- 
vinces and accept a standard of living 
much lower than that of the States. 


5. Can I continue my education in 
France? 


If you have finished two years of 
college, you can enroll in one of the 
French Universities for a very low 
fee (e.g. the Sorbonne costs less than 
$20 a year, and gives student reduc- 
tions on meals, movies, transporta- 
tion etc.). In addition, there are a 
number of other schools to choose 
from, including trade schools, special 
courses offered to foreigners, Ameri- 
can College, etc For those who can- 
not speak French, language courses 
are also available at low prices (e.g. 
Alliance Frangaise: $10 a month). 


6. Can I do political work in France? 


There are certain forms of political 
activity which from a strictly’ legal 


US development 
in Dominica 
Dow’s there 


Five US companies have formed a 
consortium to develop food produc- 
tion, growth and_ processing on 
government owned land in the Dom- 
inican Republic—they will be paid by 
the government from profits, and 
after 10 or 15 years will sell it to 
Dominican farmers. 


In case cynical readers reckon there’s 
something fishy going ‘on, here’s 
something to encourage them: one of 
the companies concerned is Dow 
Chemicals (the napalm people). The 
others are International Minerals and 
Chemical Corps, International Har- 
vester Co, Worthington Corp and 
Adela Investment Co. 


standpoint are off limits, such as 
demonstrations. However, a_ legal 
organisation of Americans regularly 
sponsors numerous activities, primar- 
ily educational, in opposition to the 
war. Informally, it has been possible 
for Americans to engage in more 
direct political action (in the October 
21 march there was an American 
contingent). As public support for 
resisters becomes more open, we 
hope that opportunities to be politic- 
ally effective will also increase. 


For information on: 

Great Britain—WRI, 88 Park Avenue, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 
Sweden—Clarte, 
Stockholm. 


{MPORTANT: It will help in getting 
cooperation from French groups if 
you can prove vour status as a draft 
resister with a letter from your local 
board or a resistance organisation in 
the States. 

All correspondence should be sent to: 
Resistance to War c/o International 
Quaker Centre, 114 Rue de Vaugirard, 
Paris 6e, France. 


Polsundsgotan 8, 


600 in US 
draft jails 


(LNS) By now 600 draft resisters are 
in US prison camps, serving an aver- 
age of 32 months (which works out 
with reductions at around 14 months). 


They are sent to minimum security 
camps apparently so as to cut down 
costs, and also to stop them contam- 
inating prisoners in maximum 
security prisons. Some measure of 
respect for their idealism may also 
come into it. 


Conditions in the prison camps so far 
are not too bad in general (compared 
to the prisons proper that is), and 
are similar to those in US Prisoner 
of War camps in World War II. 


That the 32 month average doesn’t 
apply in all cases was shown on 
March 15 when 21-year-old Fred 
Brooks was sentenced to four years 
for draft refusal. One reason for the 
sentence—he pleaded not guilty 
(“ conscientious grounds ”); the other, 
he’s a SNCC worker, and was sen- 
tenced in Nashville Tennessee. 


Reaction from the British press, 
which waxed so indignant at the im- 
prisonment of the Russian writers: 
nil. Just as in previous similar cases. 
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THE GOLD RUSH IS OVER 
(FOR THE MOMENT) 


At the height of the gold rush in the 
middle of March the Financial Times 
was talking about a ‘‘ possible collapse 
of the world’s monetary system ” and 
the Economics Editor of The Times 
about “ the whole civilised world des- 
troying the basis of its prosperity” 
and “a flaw in twentieth century 
man”. Then on March 18 the world’s 
central bankers decided to stop buy- 
ing and selling gold except to other 
central bankers. The world survived. 


Why has there been such an insistent 
demand for gold since the devalua- 
tion of the pound? And why do 
bankers regard the possibility of an 
increase in the price of gold with such 
horror? Basically the situation is 
fairly simple. The price at which the 
US Treasury bought and sold gold 
was $18.6 an ounce under the gold 
standard and was increased to $35 by 
Roosevelt in 1934. Since then other 
dollar prices have more than doubled: 
and a very large number of people 
all over the world believe that sooner 
or later the price of gold will have to 
be doubled too. 


They do not buy gold unless they be- 
lieve that an increase in the official 
price is likely in the near future: it 
is more profitable to buy US Treasury 
Bonds. But if an increase in the price 
is thought likely, people will borrow 
at high rates of interest to buy gold 
and there can be a tremendous rush 
to buy. 


People believe that a higher price is 
inevitable, partly because continuing 
inflation has meant a sharp decline in 
world reserves as a proportion of 
world imports. The money value of 
world imports has risen with infla- 
tion: but with the price of gold fixed, 
the value of national reserves has 
remained fairly static. Today world 
reserves aS a proportion of world 
imports are only half as big as they 
were twenty years ago. As a result 


Anonymons 


donors 


This is a thankyou to all those kind 
people who sent in anonymous dona- 
tions to our Peace News Appeal Fund 
... Known affectionately at PN as the 
“ Fighting Fund ”. We’ve sent receipts 
to as many people as we could, and 
Pve been surrounded by many letters 
that accompanied these contributions. 
Some were simple appreciation for 
the paper, some critical, but neverthe- 
less sending their money all the same, 
and others brought a lump to the 
throat, because the writer was ob- 
viosly very poor, but considered that 
PN must go on at all costs. 

Unfortunately, some of you haven’t 
received our receipt and thank you 
letter. This is because many obviosly 
didn’t want us to spend 3d postage, 
and therefore didn’t even give their 
names. Others simply put an initial, 


or postal district, and ve been un- & 


able to trace them, or have found 
several possibilities on our index 
cards, but wasn’t sure who was who. 
(There were a few indecipherable 
signatures, and some people who have 
probably been given an entirely new 
name altogether!) 

This is my first time dealing with the 
Appeal, and although I’ve got writer’s 
cramp, and myopic vision, it’s been 
thoroughly invigorating. Thank you, 
dear people, for all your stamps, 
postal orders, cheques, notes and 
encouraging letters. It makes us all 
feel very elevated to know that we 


have so many loyal supporters 
scattered all over the globe. 
JULIE KETTLE 


world trade has been declining: and 
will decline further unless reserves 
are increased. 


World reserves consist mainly of gold 
but partly of pounds and dollars and 
claims on the International Monetary 
Fund. British and American payments 
deficits during the last few years have 
increased the pounds and _ dollars 
available for reserves: but if these 
deficits are corrected by deflationary 
policies in Britain and the US the 
supply of pounds and dollars will be 
reduced, the liquidity shortage will 
become even more acute, and the 
world could be driven into a new 
depression. 


Economists are well aware of this: 
and the International Monetary Fund 
has proposed that reserves should be 
increased by extending ‘Special 
Drawing Rights” to all nations. But 
this will merely mean increased 
borrowing—and this is not the same 
thing as an increase in owned re- 
serves, any more than an overdraft is 
the same thing as your own money in 
the bank. In any case the Special 
Drawing Rights are not likely to be in 
operation before 1969, and the liquid- 
ity problem is urgent. Britain is adopt- 
ing deflationary policies in the hope 
of making her exports more competi- 
tive: but the “ liquidity ” shortage is 
compelling all countries to adopt de- 
flationary policies. 


Higher interest rates in the US mean 
high interest rates in Britain, or 
money will go to the US instead of to 
Britain: but if the price of gold were 
doubled, our position would be much 
easier because our reserves would be 
worth $2,750 million more. They 
would be nearly doubled. 


One odd thing about the present 
crisis in the international monetary 
system is that it is the Americans who 
are insisting that the gold content of 
the dollar should be maintained—and 
are at the same time talking about a 
new international currency. It is the 
French who are talking ahout doub- 
ling the price of gold—and are at the 
same time talking about the restora- 
tion of the gold standard. 


It is the Americans who are insisting 
on deflationary policies in order to 
“save the dollar ’—the same kind of 
policies demanded in the early Thir- 
ties by Montagu Norman in the name 
of the gold standard. The gold stand- 
ard is undesirable precisely because 
it involves the correction of balance 
of payments deficits by means of de- 
flation. The French dislike the use of 
pounds and dollars as reserve cur- 
rencies because it means that the 
British and Americans get something 
for nothing—that the Americans are 
able to make massive investments in 
France without paying for them in 
French currency, But the real alterna- 
tive is not a return to the gold stand- 
ard but a new international currency 
combined with a higher price for 
old. 

The Americans object to a higher gold 
price even though it would increase 
the value of their reserves by $12,000 
million. The present two tier system 
cannot last for long, since some cen- 
tral banks will be bound sooner or 
later to sell old stocks at a higher 
market price after buying gold from 
the US at the official price of $35. 
American talk about an increase in 
the price helping the Russians and 
the South Africans is an excuse rather 
than a reason for opposing an in- 
crease in the price. 


The argument that it would be in 
some way dishonourable is uncon- 
vincing: the real value of the dollar 
has already been halved by inflation 


and a reduction in its gold content 
merely recognises this fact. Nor 
would an increase in the price be in- 
flationary: an increase in gold stocks 
leads to more money in circulation 
only under the gold standard. There 
is no reason to think that a higher 
gold price would mean a run on US 
banks. In fact the only reason for US 
opposition to the increase would seem 
to be prestige and the disastrous de- 
sire of bankers to try to correct in- 
flation by deflation rather than by 
stabilisation. 


Unless the price of gold is doubled 
the world will probably face depres- 
sion and mass unemployment: but if 
the price is doubled then the gains 
will be made by the US, France, Ger- 
many, Britain, and other wealthy 
countries. The developing countries 
won very little from the industrial 
ones in the recent UNCTAD discus- 
sions in New Delhi and would take a 
poor view if all the gains from a 
higher gold price accrued to the rich 
industrial countries. 


If the price is doubled, a substantial 
part of national gold reserves—per- 
haps one third—should, therefore, be 
transferred to the United Nations and 
used as a basis for a new inter- 
national currency. This might be 
called the International Dollar: and 
the simplest way of increasing world 
reserves would be to make substantial 
grants in the new currency to 
the developing countries. 


It is not likely to be possible to dis- 
pense altogether with gold in the 
international system because of the 
fact that the world believes that gold 
will maintain its value in the long 
run but that national currencies will 
not. When we have learned how to 
achieve an expansion without infla- 
tion, it will be possible to dispense 
with gold in the international mone- 
tary system. The price of gold will 
then fall and some mines will become 
uneconomic: but for the time being 
we are going to have to raise the 
price of gold if we are to avoid 
depression. 


Bomb-throwers 

Richard Matthews, writing on ‘“‘ Who 

the bomb throwers are” (Peace 

News, March 15) is, I am afraid, com- 
letely false. 

o doubt his guesses at the “First of 
May Group” are as good as anyone 
else’s; but unless he has any evidence 
that they are “well trained agents 
irom abroad” he might try keeping 
his mouth shut. If he knows the 
degree of training they have received, 
does he know their identity? 

It is certainly a lie that any anarchist 
group abroad has avoided contact 
with the British movement either on 
the grounds of “ security risks ” or on 
the “enormous differences in their 
approach to the business of being 
anarchists ”. Those who are in coun- 
tries with a high security risk in the 
matter of being anarchists have the 
utmost confidence in the British 
movement; it is true that there is no 
monopoly granted on the name 
“ anarchist ” by the Patent Office that 
enables us to dissociate ourselves 
from people we would not ourselves 
call anarchists, such as the liberals 
with pacifistic leanings or the mere 
dilettante. 

Richard Matthews guesses, lies and 
invents a recent “ searching reexam- 
ination”? by British anarchists as a 
result of these activities. When? 
Where? He quotes a “long serving” 
but anonymous “member of the 
Federation of British Anarchists ”’. 
Perhaps this person might have been 
in it so long he forgot the name of 
the organisation. (No, Mr Matthews, 
not the FBA, you were thinking of the 
FBI perhaps?) Who are these “‘ young 
trade union militants in Scotland and 
Wales” who are in the First of May 
Group (having received their training 
“ abroad ”)? Is it possible your corres- 
pondent merely wishes to put a police 
finger on industrial militants who are 
neither throwing bombs at embassies 
nor merely arguing over a pint—the 
only alternatives he envisages? I 
understand that he is misquoting one 
of my friends who said that the “ only 
possible basis an anarchist movement 
can have is an industrial one”, but 
justified these acts nevertheless. He 
spoke with a Scottish accent, and on 


the Editor 
this basis Mr Matthews invented his 
story. 

One need only add that the pattern of 
the First of May Group’s activity did 
not in the least correspond with the 
fictional account given by your corres- 
pondent. 

Albert Meltzer, 

Libra House, 256 Pentonville Road, 
London NI. 

Richard Matthews replies: I see no 
reason to enter into debate with 
Albert on the majority of points he 
raises. I stand by what I wrote and 
any time he’s taking a pint at the 
Marquis of Granby I'd be delighted 
to have it out with him . . . verbally 
that is. But I can’t restrain myself 
from comment about his assertion 
that my article was “invented” on 
the basis of a single interview with 
one of his friends, a certain mysteri- 
ous fellow “ with a Scottish accent”. 
The People, The Sunday Telegraph 
and Albert may think Mr Stuart 
Christie is the Guru of the anarchist 
movement in this country. I don’t. 


‘Time of the Locust’ 


I am grateful to Bob Overy for his 
report on the recent Vietnam Film 
Viewing Session and in the main I 
agree with what he says. 

This is just to say that-I did not state 
that Time of the Locust was biased, 
but merely suggested that if anyone 
in the audience thought that it was, 
it could always be screened with 
something else. 

My reason for saying this was because 
a number of people who had hired 
the film from Concord Films had 
complained that it was biased (few 
of these would be pacifists). Of course, 
accusations of bias usually stem from 
the point of view of the accuser. Per- 
sonally I find nothing exaggerated in 
the film, which I have seen a number 
of times. It has won many inter- 
national awards and is in great 
demand and I consider it to be one of 
the most effective campaigning films, 
even if it may antagonise some 
people. 

Rex Phillips, 

32 Elm Grove, 

Orpington, Kent. 
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Terms: 


6d per word, min. 4s. 
Series. Box No. Is extra. Cash with order (not 
Stamps please). Adverts to reach 5 Caledonian 


Discounts for 


Rd., London, N.1 by first post Monday. Box 
No. replies to same address. Displayed advert- 
isements rates on application. 


Coming events 


JOHN MACLEAN SOCIETY. The inaugural mect- 
ing of this Society will take place in the Grand 
Hotel, Glasgow on Sunday March 31, at 3 pm. 
All interested are invited to attend. 


RACE RELATIONS and Human Rights: 
ing Sunday March 31, Kingsway Hall, 
2.30 to 5.30 pm. Chairman: Jocelyn Barrow. 
What is needed in the new Race Relations Act: 
Jeff Crawford, Martin Ennals, Anthony Lester; 
questions and discussion, V. D. Sharma and 
Louis Chase participating. Rhodesia and 
Human Rights: Humphry Berkeley, Joan Lestor 
MP, Frank Ziyambi. Our Responsibilities: Lord 
Soper. To mark International Day Against 
Racial Discrimination. Tickets at door, 2s 6d. 


Meet- 
WC2. 


‘* SUPPORT PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP PARTY.” 
7.30 pm. Kingsway Hall, WC2, Ronald Mallone, 
James Haigh, Frank Merrick. 


VIETNAM: Report on Protest in the United 
States, including Resistance to the Draft and 
the McCarthy Campaign by Professor William 
Davidon, of the American Friends and Resist. 
Open Meeting: Holborn Library Hall, 32 
Theobalds Road, WC1. Saturday, March 30. 2.30 
pm to 5.30 pm. Chair: Tony Smythe. Organised 
by International Confederation for Disarma- 
ment and Peace. 


Personal 

DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d. dozen. Durex Fether- 
lite 14s Gd dozen. Durex Gold Pack 12s dozen. 
Real Skins three for 15s 6d. Dept PN, Personal 
Service, 626 Leeds Road, Dewsbury. 


IF YOU ARE under 21 and a student (or not 
needing to work full-time) and you would like 
to help people just out of borstal, mental 
hospital ete. please write to CATCH-22, 275 
Bethnal Green Road, E2. 


REL USE 8 iS IE OR ESE 


As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
select from notices sent in. To make the service 
as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than first 
post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, street), 
nature of event, speakers, organisers (and 
secretary’s address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified or 
displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order copies of Peace News for 
your advertised meeting: Sale or Return. From 
Circulation Dept., 5 Caledonian Road, N.1. 


29.March, Friday 


BROMLEY, KENT. 7.45 pm. 14 Great Elms Road. 

Social group meeting & discussion: ‘‘ Problems 

ot Mental Health", Speaker: Dr Margaret 
ates. 


LONDON WIl. 7.30 pm. 7 Denbigh Road. An 
evening with Christopher Logue. Arts & Com- 
munity Centre. 


SOUTHALL. 8 pm. ‘' White Hart’'’, Uxbridge 
Road (opp Bowling Alley). Mike Messinger Jazz 
Band. Adm 5s. Freeman Syndicate. 


29-31 March, Fri-Sun 


NORTHUMBERLAND. Otterburn Hall. Study 
Conference on Civilian Defence (Nonviolent 
Resistance). April Carter,“ Geoffrey Carnall, 
Adam Roberts, Christopher Driver, Dr Douglas 
Robson, Sir Rupert Speir, Arthur Bottomley, 
MP, Rev Dr Erik Routley, Ralph Bell. 


30 March, Saturday 


BRISTOL. Mornings. Queens Road. On sale 
Peace News and peace books. Helpers wel- 
comed. Chris Shellard. 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 
Students, 10 weeks for 5s. 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 
6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 
please.) 


Name 


Address 


IF YOU'RE AGNOSTIC OR ATHEIST write now 
for free literature about Humanism and _ the 
British Humanist Association to Dept PN1, 
BHA, 13 Prince of Wales Terrace, London W8 
{or ring 01-937 2341). Ask, and we'll also 
include our policy statement on Western 
Involvement in Vietnam. 


MAKE INTERESTING new friends: trial {ntro- 
ductions free. VCC. 34 Honeywell, London 
swWll. 

MARRIAGE & ADVICE BUREAU. Katharine 


Allen (ex Welfare Officer, Ministry of Labour, 
War Office, Foreign Office) personal introduc- 
tions. 7 Sedley Place, Woodstock St, London 
Wi, GRO 2556. Hours 10-5. 


PEACE LOVING painter and decorator requires 
work urgently, reasonable rates, free estimates, 
ten percent of all profits donated to Peace 
News. Michael Shields, 152 Fortess Road, 
Tufnell Park, NW5. 


POETRY PUBLISHED. sae Breakthru, Ken Geer- 
ing, N/Lindfield, Sussex. 


etc. Sue Pottle, 


TYPING, manuscripts, theses, 
SWI 


4c Willow Buildings, Willow Road, NW3. 
4192. 


VISITORS WELCOME at Peace News and Hous- 
mans. 9.30 te 6 Monday to Friday (and Hous- 
mans all day Saturday). 5 Caledonian Rd, 
Kings Cross, London N1. 


Publications 


CONTACT, a South African liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apar- 
theid and colonialism. 6 months &s 9d, 12 
months 17s. Box 1979, Cape Town, SA. 


PEACE PACKETS. £1 a year pays for automatic 
regular despatches of latest peace pamphlets, 
booklets, leaflets etc. from many organisations, 
and Housmans literature lists. 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1. Start now! 


Situations vacant 

NCCL still needs experienced and enthusiastic 
field secretary to handle promotion and devel- 
opment of the organisation. Apply in writing 
to: General Secretary, National Council for 
Civil Liberties, 4 Camden High Street, NW1. 


CARDIFF. 2.30 pm. Blue Anchor pub (St. Marys 
St, nr bus Station). China! What's Going On? 
Speaker from Society for Anglo-Chinese Under- 
ae plus films direct from China. Cardiff 
LP, YS. 

RUGBY. 3 pm. 57 Clifton Road. S Midlands 
Area Meeting of PPU. Speaker: Myrtle Solomon: 
“Can Non-violence Change Society? "’. 


30-31 March, Sat-Sun 


NOTTINGHAM. The Ballroom, Portland Build- 
ing, Nottingham University. Sixth National 
Worker’s Control Conference. 


31 March, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. ‘ Salutation ’’ Snow Hill. 
Jazz club, all profits to CND. 


LONDON WC2. 2.30. to 5.30 pm. Kingsway Hall. 
Meeting: ‘‘ Race Relations and Human Rights "’. 
Chairman: Jocelyn Barrow. To mark _ Inter- 
national Day Against Racial Discrimination. 
Tickets at door, 2s 6d. 


1 April, Monday 


LONDON W111. 7 pm. Flat 4, 88 Clarendon Road. 
Notting Hill Anarchists. 


MANCHESTER. 8 pm. Jane & David Graham, 
58 High Lane, Chorlton. Discussion/local 
activity. Tel: 061-881 1788. 


2 April, Tuesday 


BEXLEYHEATH, KENT. 7.30 pm. Lord Bexley 
pub (opp Bexleyheath Clock Tower). Bexley- 
heath Folk Centre, Bexley YCND. 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.45 pm. Dr Johnson House, Bull 
Street (room 47). Meeting: ‘‘ Fifty Years of 
Women's Suffrage ’’. Action now for Peace by 
responsible women voters, co-ordinated by the 
liaison cttee for Womens Peace Groups. Women 
for Peace. 


LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, Mal- 
vern Place. Kilburn Anarchists. 


3 April, Wednesday 


LEICESTER. 8 pm. i The Crescent, King Street. 
Leicester Project, libertarian/peace action & 
discussion. 


LONDON NW2. 8 pm. Anson Hall, Chichele 
Road, Cricklewood. ‘‘The War Game’’ and 
discussion, Adm 3s 6d. CND. 


4 April, Thursday 


BRIGHTON, 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre, Ship 
Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 


Lowgate. ‘' The 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, 
blues & 


Freedom Folk’' Folksong, ballads, 
poetry, 


Netnam 
—— aittl-Wwar 
Stickers 


Samples and lists of stickers, badges, 
literature. Send s.a.c. to Housmans, 
5 Caledonian Road, Lendon, Nl. 


For sale 

POSTERS PRINTED BY HOUSMANS, quickly 
and cheaply. 50 size 20° X 15” for 69s post 
free. Quotations on request. Five-day delivery 
service. 5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, 
Lendon Ni. 


WHAT A RECORD! Harold Wilson and the Party 
songsters in their 1964 General Election theme 
song ‘‘ Let's Go With Labour '"’. Did they really 
promise these things? Get the record for 2s 6d 
(postage 6d) from Housmans, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Nl. 


Theatre 


UNITY EUS 8647 Billy Liar perfs Thu Fri Sat 
Sun at 7.45 pm. Tickets 5s. 


In memoriam 


OLGA LEVERTOFF. Died March 31, 1964. Sadly 
missed. Mother, Sister, Harry Green, Friends. 


Ads appeal 


I get so upset when I have to dis- 
appoint my friends, and when IJ have 
to send off little notes on Tuesday 
telling people their ads arrived too 
late it spoils my wholé day. So if you 
want to help, please get your ads in 
on time. 

Displayed ads need’ to be allocated 
space when the layout is planned on 
the Wednesday of the week preced- 
ing publication, so I need them on 
Wednesday morning, although urgent 
ads can be taken up to Friday. Classi- 
fied and Diary ads have to be typeset 
on Monday evening, so I must have 
your smalls by first post Monday 
morning. 

Thanks for your co-operation, past 
and future, and love 

BARBARA HIGGINS 


LEYTONSTONE. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
zush Road. Group discussion. E10 & Ell group 


LONDON E3. 3 pm. Kingsley Hall, Bow. Service 
of thanksgiving for Muriel Lester 1883-1968. 
Dame Sybil Thorndike, Lord Sorenson & others. 


LONDON N12. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Alexandra Grove, ‘‘ The War Game” and dis- 
cussion. Chair: Dick Nettleton. Adm 3s. CND. 


6 April, Saturday 


LONDON SW1. Reception 6 pm. Dinner 6.30 pm. 
The Paviours Arms, Page Street, Westminster. 
Human Rights Year Dinner. Renee Short MP, 
William Hamling MP, John Mortimer, Jocelyn 
Barrow, David Tribe (Chairman). Evening dress 
optional, vegetarians catered for. Tickets 
27s 6d. National Secular Society, 103 Borough 
liigh Street, London SE1l. 407 2717. 


7 April, Sunday 


LONDON Ell. 10 am to 4 pm. Wanstead Com- 
munity Centre (nr station). Blood donor session 
for Vietnam (North/South NLF areas). Volun- 
teers phone John Holness 550 3357, Redbridge/ 
Waltham Forest Medical Aid Cttees. 


21 April, Sunday 


LONDON WC2 Trafalgar Square. 2.30 pm. 
‘Greece Must be Free!’ Rally followed by 
march to Downing Street and Greek Embassy, 
Speakers include Melina Mercouri. Greek Cttee 
Against Dictatorship & North London Group for 
Restoration of Democracy in Greece, 60 
Tottenham Court Road, Wl. 


HELP! 


WITH PEACE NEWS SALES AND 
DISTRIBUTION 

On the Aldermaston March at 
Easter 

also with Peace News packing, 
every Wednesday evening and all 
day Thursdays. 

Please get in touch now or with our 
Housemans bookstall on the spot; 
even half an hour would be useful. 


Tribune 


is not the most pacific of 
left-wing weeklies. 

It is angry, turbulant, and 
sometimes intolerant - but 
never of vegetarians, flat- 
earthers or non-Labour Party 
peace workers 


Every Friday from all 
newsagents 1s 


or take advantage of this 


special offer 
8 weeks for 6s (post free) or $1 US 
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Peace News 


an independent weekly 
Co-editors: Roger Barnard (Features) 
Peter Willis (Sub-editor) 
Bob Overy (News) 
Editorial Assistants: Kevin McGrath 
Joanalee Hurwitt 
Promotion: Richard Vaughan 
Peter Drinkwater 
Distribution: Richard Squirrell 
Subscriptions: Julie Kettle 
Ads/Diary: Barbara Higgins 
Accounts: Ivy Mister 
General Manager: Harry Mister 


5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, 
London Ni. Telephone TER 4473 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Britain: 3 months 16s 3d, 6 months 
32s 6d, 1 year 63s. 

Abroad (seamail): 3 months 15s 8d, 6 months 
31s 6d, 1 year 60s. Add 10s p.a. for pamphlets. 


AIRMAIL EDITIONS 


North Africa and Middle East: 3 months, 16s 6d, 
6 months 32s 6d, 1 year 63s. 

India, Africa and South East Asia: 3 months 
18s 5d, 6 months 36s 10d, 1 year 72s. 

Australia, New Zealand and Far East: 3 months 
20s 7d, 6 months 41s 2d, 1 year 80s, 

North America: $10 a year to Peace News, c/o 
AFSC, 160 North 15th St, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


New Poster 


VIETNAM 


SAVE THE 
PEOPLE 


STOP THE 
WAR 


Peace News 


Every Friday One shilling 


2 sizes 30°x 20” 1s (post 3d)—10s doz 
20"x 15” 6d (post 3d)— 5s doz 


FREE TO SELLERS OF 
PEACE NEWS 


VIETNAM 


the political case for 
military withdrawal 


a PEACE NEWS PAMPHLET 
by Russell Johnson 


price 4d each, or 25s per 100 


(single copies postage 3d, for 12 or 
for 100 post free) 


housmans 


Peace News booksellers 
5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


PLEASE SEND ME TRIBUNE 
FOR EIGHT WEEKS 
I ENCLOSE 6s (US $1) 


Send to: TRIBUNE, 
24 St John St, London EC1 


SUSSEX 
VIETNAM 
FAST 


Stand Up And Be Counted. This was 


the challenge of American post 
graduate student Crispin Larangiva, 
when he initiated a four day fast for 
peace at Sussex University last week. 
The fast followed a similar protest 
against American aggression in Viet- 
nam at Oxford and was synchronised 
with others occurring in the United 
States designed specifically as a peace- 
ful protest. The fast was intended to 
unite students in their opposition to 
the war rather than to divide them on 
the side issue of how best to register 
such opposition. As such they comple- 
mented the recent paint throwing 
incident at Sussex. 


Well over 200 students participated 
in the fast as did several members of 
faculty. Fasters, living only on water, 
displayed white armbands and held 
daily solidarity meetings in the Junior 
Common Room. They were sustained 
by folk songs and discussions of 
future actions: How to persuade 
Wilson not to extradite draft resisters 
and how to help the victims if he con- 
tinued in his refusal to make a stand? 
Money saved on meals was collected 
and sent to swell the Red Cross medi- 
cal aid fund for North and South 
Vietnam. 


As a peaceful protest based on a 
small measure of self-sacrifice, the 
fast was able to overcome the psycho- 
logical barrier of mounting public 
antagonism to almost any form of 
student action, and there was interest 
and sympathy with the protest locally 
to generate concern outside the Uni- 
versity. To prevent protest about the 
war from becoming a student mono- 
poly was the main object of the fast 
a puch is a form of protest open to 
all. 


The organisers hope that the fasts at 
Oxford and Sussex will lead to fasts 
all over the country continuing to add 
publicity, momentum, and strength to 
the effort of those opposing America’s 
criminal policies. 

—from Nick Rance 


ei 
Voluntary school 
for travellers 


A temporary school in a disused hut 
is being run by volunteers for travel- 
ler’s children at a site in Forest Road, 
Hainault. The travellers are the same 
group who dug-in three weeks ago to 
prevent Redbridge Council evicting 
them from a nearby site. 


As a result, the council allowed them 
to move on to the Forest Road site 
and on Tuesday was expected to agree 
to its planning committee’s recom- 
mendation that a temporary site 
should be established with proper 
facilities. 


“The school is to help the children 
get ready to go to an ordinary school 
in a month or so” said Grattan Puxon 
of the Gypsy Council. Extra volun- 
teers would be useful. 


Another struggle is pending in Horn- 
church, where 50 families of well- 
established travellers have been told 
to clear off by the end of April by the 
Minister of Defence, which owns the 
disused aerodrome where they have 
been living. Plans for resistance are 
being considered—joint action with 
travellers from other sites, and with 
non-travellers, is likely. 


In Sheffield 50 families were this week 
expecting an eviction attempt by the 
local council. Students at Sheffield 
University were planning to help re- 
sist, and would welcome volunteers. 
Contact: Grattan Puxon (01) 349 
9427: Reg Hearne, 66 Peverill Rd, 
Sheffield 11: or try Students Union. 
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World poverty: new action group 


Bob Overy writes: A campaign to 
make world poverty an object of 
political rather than charitable con- 
cern—this is the guiding idea behind 
the Haslemere Declaration. 

The statement—prepared by an en- 
thusiastic collection of aid organisa- 
tion, New Left and Christian radicals 
with an eye for channeling discon- 
tented youth politically—is intended 
to focus public attention on the 
failure of rich industrialised countries 
like Britain to respond to social and 
economic crisis in the Third World. 
Already, before the pamphlet has 
been published, 5,000 orders have 
come in. 

At a press conference held at the 
Africa Centre in London last Tuesday, 
none were prepared to take issue with 
the challengingly stated argument 
and conclusions of the Declaration 
(“The developing world is not 
developing”, “The roots of exploita- 
tion are in the structures and divis- 
ions and failures of our society, in 
our attitudes as individuals, and in 
the institutions we have created that 
reflect them”, for example) and no 
Jeremiahs sniped at the studied ideal- 
ism of the programme (‘By the end 
of 1971 Britain should commit all its 
aid to developing countries in grant 
form. It should waive all interest pay- 
ments on past aid loans. . .”). 

What did aggravate a number of 


questioners, however, was the un- 
willingness of the group to specify 
how the changes they propose can be 
effected. “Our Declaration is com- 
pletely incompatible with the way the 
system is run at the moment,” said 
Jonathan Power, one of the econo- 
mists in the group; but while they 
subtitle their project, ‘An action 
Campaign on World Poverty”, they 
are able to point to the areas from 
which they expect to draw support 
rather than to the institutional targets 
that have to be attacked or to the 
specific campaign that must be 
organised. 


“ Our first task is to create the politi- 
cal consiousness; then we can ham- 
mer out a political programme ”’, said 
Chris Holmes, from the Notting Hill 
Workshop. But one criticism was not 
that they had failed to provide us 
with a blueprint, but that they haven’t 
isolated militarism as a key target 
and that it is a mistake to raise con- 
sciousness before you have the key 
targets pin-pointed. 

Several of the Haslemere group work 
with aid organisations; one comes 
from the Overseas Development 
Institute; several youth charity groups 
have pledged to work with them; and 
messages of support have come from 
the Directors of Oxfam and Christian 
Aid. The group claims not to be in 


FREEDOM 
OF 
CHOICE 

Cw 


From this week, United States Army conscripts will be permitted to 


wear neatly-trimmed moustaches. 


Aldermaston orderly? 


This year’s Aldermaston March will 
include demonstrations at RSG6 
(remember Spies For Peace?) and at 
Burghfield Polaris Warheads Factory. 


Both were targets of last year’s 
“Little Aldermaston”—one _ differ- 
ence, of course, being that CND are 
involved this time (last year CND 
organised a march from Ruislip). The 
other difference is that both the num- 
bers involved at Easter this year, and 
their mood, are likely to reflect the 
heightened militancy and _ public 
attention, demonstrated at and 
stimulated by St Patrick’s Day in 
Grosvenor Square. 


The YCND march and rally on March 
24 probably gained in numbers as a 
response to the previous Sunday. It 
certainly had more press attention, 
albeit distorted. A ‘‘ narrowly averted 
riot thanks to a fortunate rainstorm ” 
was hardly an accurate representa- 
tion of what happened. As for the 
Women’s March to the Embassy, that 
must have been even more frustrat- 


ing to the unfortunate reporters in 
need of a bit of violent action. 

At a Press Conference to herald 
Aldermaston, CND officers gave the 
impression that they did not antici- 
pate much difficulty with the new 
mood. They spoke in terms of dis- 
couraging fringe elements, of march- 
ing in narrow column along the side 
of the road, and of expecting orderly 
rapid dispersal at the end. 

So far the RSG6 and Burghfield 
demonstrations (YCND’s  responsi- 
bility) sound like the only attempts 
to channel militancy into a less 
violent and more relevant direction 
than it might take spontaneously. 
Because of the attitude of local coun- 
cils in Reading and Slough, schools 
will not,be available, resulting in only 
500 sleeping places being provided 
in Reading and 150 in Slough. If 
large numbers of new marchers turn 
up, there could be chaos, especially if 
one-time marchers who’ve stayed 
home the last few years emerge once 
more—which is quite on the cards. 


competition with existing aid organ- 
isations, but to be giving “a new 
perspective which aid organisations 
have been unwilling or unable to do ”. 
Clearly, the Haslemere Declaration 1s 
a very important statement and a 
development which will generate con- 
siderable and overdue debate in 
charitable circles. Rev Merfyn Tem- 
ple, on leave from the Zambian 
Ministry of Agriculture, was bold 
enough to suggest that the project 
may develop into a campaign of civil 
disobedience. To make overseas aid 
(the inadequacy of it, that is) a major 
policy’ issue in this country would 
e a considerable achievement. 


Glasgow 800 


In Glasgow on Saturday 800 people 
took part in a “ March of Mourning 
for all the dead in Vietnam”, at 
which an American Negro minister, 
Rev David Rice, whose brother is 
serving in Vietnam, spoke. 


NW YCND to 
aid deserters. 


North West YCND has pledged itself 
to aid any deserters from the US 
Armed Forces who seek its help and 
to help them leave the country if they 
wish. 

Two members of a 15-strong group 
which last month entered the married 
quarters of US Army Storage Depot 
at Burtonwood, near Warrington, are 
to appear at Newton Magistrates 
Court on Tuesday, April 2, charged 
with trespass and behaviour likely to 
cause a breach of the peace. 


The group handed out literature, in- 
cluding the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national pamphlet suggesting that 
servicemen should consider deserting 
in opposition to the Vietnam war. 


This Saturday a 12-hour poster vigil 
from 9 am onwards by North West 
YCND members is planned for the 
Burtonwood depot’s perimeter in 
support of the actions of the two 
charged men, John Seed and Peter 
Sacker. 

“We are in touch with people in 
Sweden who will assist deserters who 
wish to settle there,” writes a mem- 
ber. “ We believe actions such as ours 
are in complete accord with the 
Nuremberg Judgments which place 
on individual members of the armed 
forces the responsibility for support- 
ing the actions of their governments.” 
Contact: North West YCND, 14 Tib 
Lane, Manchester 2 (061-BLA 7511), 
or Tony Hetherington, 47 Teilo Street, 
Liverpool 8 (051-LAR 5311). Meeting 
point: Saturday, March 30, Burton- 
wood turn-off from A57 Warrington- 
Liverpool, at 8.45 am. 


he 
Women’s vigils 


Two silent vigils of women against 
the Vietnam war are to take place 
simultaneously on Thursday, April 4, 
between 10 am and 8 pm: one at 10 
Downing Street for Harold Wilson, 
the other at The Albany, Piccadilly, 
for Edward Heath. The demonstra- 
tions are organised by an anonymous 
co-ordinating body of women, not 
wishing to start yet another peace 
organisation. It is hoped to get some 
200 women to take part in the vigils 
on a shift system. (For more details 
ring 723 2109 or 935 7630.) 
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